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The Immigranis = Feary Reberts (1)
Thomas Lynch

From N. C, to Tenn., - Pevid
Willlam
Jeohn _
Eenry (2)
Their Life in Sullivan County, Tennessses
Westwaerd Eo = Ancther ¥igratlon - Eenry (2)
Eenry (3)
Jehn
Henry = Henry - John
Jorn in Livingstone County, Ky.
Eenry C. Roberts =« 1801
Nency McNeeley « 1604
Jeres Eervey Robserts - 1808

Iucirds Roberts Jenes = 1812

Ecery (1) = Eenr (2) - Henry (3)
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census records, esrecially those of 1330; Tennessez land grants;

deeds end documents in Celdwell and Livingston countles; Ken=
tucky, Correspondence end Intervliews with vsasrlous descendants
have been frultful. )

We now know exsctly where the log house stood that sheltered
our Roterts ancestors sfter they came to Caldnell'Couﬁty, for €0
years and moré, vhich Is still omed by descendantse. This was

located by the old burisl ground with its worn sandstone markers

end one marble sleb, which could be read by the light of old

deed and "tsles my grandsire told,"

Thanks are dué to many and in double measure to W. E, Roberts.
Otrers are Mrs, Samusl O, Catlett, Miss Minnle Crowder, Mrs,
Lena Jones X¥organ, Albert McNzeley and Ed Barnes; also to Bajyless
Hardin of the Historical Soclety of Kentucky,

Tre data on the femily of %illiem Roberts of Sullivan
County, Tennssseze was given by Mr. Rrea Anderson of Blountsville,
County officiels of Sullivan County, Tennesszee, end Craven County,

N. C. have been most gensrcus in resgonse of the sxrall fees sent

oo b — ~ I = ) 1 =R | Lt % - P - a A ——
fatberns Tournt In = Bevilubles (thoupgh 1 Love yio @ocudentary

- o i . 3 o Aol n = - - | IR [ - -
piecl of this)y trst hie fatrer wos bers o Ternnesses “whers you

0
'
o
o3
o
v
r
¢
‘
-
o
-
]
or
i
i
¥
J
L]
L
(8]
'
i}



e

Sfegmes R s o Swe g A S L Rod fevip s lars oo wslaume ag
oeesy treas Dhowsnl peme the bousdeedies mf Vinsinla, Nords
Cenplins @n: Tennessss.,

As records wirs sbtulied gnd Isolatel fasts brought togsther

it became plaln that "my uncle who was killed by the Indians”

[£4]

was the John Roberts msntioned in all early Tennessese notes;
that trke probabllity was thst Eenry Roberts (2) end Thomas Lynch
were two of the unfegistered heroes of the Xing's Mountaln Battle;
that the "grandmother wro hid from the Indiens" was the wife of
Henry Roberts (2); the "grandfsther born in Scotland" W&Q_Eén:y
Robepﬁs (2) "tﬁe grandfatrer born in Ireland” Thomas Lynch,

| .Thus easily'or not, the puzzle picture of genealog} falls
into place through the_practice of patience, ingéndity, interest

and research.

b
%]
o]

H

oximate sges of thess generatlions:

Tromes Lynch Rob2rts esesssasnssss 1831221838 - 74

Henry Roberts (3) vessavencrneesess 17761852 = 7€

Eenry Roberts (2) ..,..............ep?.\1730- efter 1811-71
Henry Roberts (1) ......a.........‘.c'_‘r, 1705-1785 - €0

His fether probably 1870-1740 - 70.

It wes surprising to find thzt scme descendants t
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femily of ¥elch origin, ¥Wkethsr Scettish or Weleck, it 1s certaln

that Heary Bcberts (2) wz=s "bora in Scctland®,

were over raiher than unlsr averzzs height; that mary of thenm
kad derk blie eyss gad tlacl er viry derk hdlr, thaolgh sgee
londss; gedsgtal )y efang oo %ty wmers noteds -Ib 2130 eprpéars
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On June 7th, 173%, Eanry Roberts ssked for pstent on 642
gcres of land In Craven Ccunty, N.C. (vol. 4, Ceclcnlsal Rscords
of N. C., p. 348~ on Nov2zber 24th, 1744, Eenry Roberis asked

for petent on 200 acres eof land in Craven County (saxe vol,; p. 709).

= WHENCE AND WOY THEY CAY=~
Fresh in the.minds cf the people wzs th2 dissstrous attempt

of ¥illlem of Orange in the year 1700 to coionize 1200 Scots on
the disease-ridden isthmus of Derien. ,

| After tﬁe dezth of King Willism in 1702 1t was.extremely une
certain wﬁether Queen Anrne could retain any centrol of Scotland,
By tre tire of her desth in 1714 matters betwsen Engl;éd and Scot-
lend were resdy to culm;nate in the rebellion sgainst the Eouse of
Hanover thet sttempted to restore th; Stuart line in the person of
the 0la Chrevaller as James.III and VIII, After this fiasco of
1715, "The Fifteen", thers were sucbrstirrings in Scotlsnd theat more
and more men sold their héldings there end migrated to America to
begin 1i1fe anew, There were new Jacoblte attempts, riods caused
by the malt tax and suéh disturbunces‘as the Forteus Riot, irmortal=
1zed in Scottfs "Heart of Mld Lothian™, Those then who came befors

3 »

the rising of Ch=zrles Fiward Stusrt In the

fortunste, T those who were out for the daring snd charzing
“"Pretveader™ abt that tixs, end shsred his bleedy dxfest et Preostarn
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Before tinis, howevar, BEenry Roberts end bhis young

crossed the Atlantiec, salled into Psmlico Sound and up

new 1life to take their part as ploneers in a lend they weré to

help preserve for their Fosterity,

family had

the Pamlico

River past New Bern into Craven County., Tker: they began trheir

3

From Creven County records tke following which probably

refer to this Henry Roberts: Book 11, p, 273; sold land to

Nathan Ward, 2/11/1763; Book 11, p. 341, scld 1land to

Thomas

Wilsen, 10/27/1763; Bookx 11, p. 344, lead to Arawell Heron,

11/14/1733; . Book 11, p. 34, bouzht land fron Nathan ¥erd, in

1761; also Bcox €, p, 14%, Eenry Roberis of Joknson County,

N. G, sold land to Joha Teylor, in 1750.

It is easy to btelisve that ocne of his sons would be born

Jn S2otlznd end ons in Irelsnid when ¥& rememoer that Irelend

w23 many times Just a wary stetion from Scotlard to Americs,
1

espsclally for Presbyterisns,

P, 709 = Vol, 4 = Cclonlal Records Nortn Carolina, ssxme day

Henry Roberts ssksd for land, Nevesber 24 1744, Thcmas Lyach =
Y ] 3

300 acres In Edgscarte County, N. C,

R R R
Meznwhile Ip Irzlsevd the hRelf ceontury follewing to

Eumcverian Suvannste 171+, £ & tims of oprression,

enl denes, 4 22T 8rnlis ¢f bhe guuboy end dhs mors
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clasasss wiile the worst land system in Eurcpe exzbittered those
who wrested treir livinz from tkhe soil, So, by 1744, when Thomas
Lyncy salled up Parlliceco Scund, and Pamlico River Into Edgzcombe
County, N.C., the kopes of thousands of Irishrmen c2ntered on

this new land thet offered to each_emigrant from 50 to 100 acres

of lsnd when he "proved hils imprertation immediately from Great

-

Britaln into this Ceclony", end ellowed him to purchase more ak low.
prices, Thus two stresms of immigrgtién cene together end the
melting pot began its werk of fusing races and clsrs, For tke
deughtef or grand-deughter of Thomas Lynch maerried tee scn of Henry
Roberts, esnother Ee?ry, end here our exact knqwledge of our ancestry
begins, inquiring of the records et Princeville, County seat of
Craven County, brought out the fact that thers are no othsr early
records thers of this Thoras Lfnch.

Froz Easztern Cerolinz to Esstsrn Tennsisee,

Hunting perties, cattle, or "cowpens ren", sad Indisn

trecty maker

n

durlng the years between 1744 end 1765 were orpening
up tke western part of Cerolins end Virginie snd e
genasration took the westward way, lonz end toilsome, thkrough and

across three mountain rldges inte the Feolston ccuntry vEre once
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South whlle hundreds of Indians rosmed the 2ills s=d valleys
they still claimed,

Here in the wilderness our ancestors and their compeers
promised tﬁemselves Incdependsnce and settled hores because every
actual_settler}who erected a log cabin and began to cultivate
hié 1and was allowed the right to 400 acres 1ncluding his im=-
provemant,

Here at 1east.fhrée sens of the immigrant Eenry Roberts
took up land: John, Williaxm and Eenry, ¥hils David Eoberts, was
probably & son e2lso, who ssttled just ascross in what was later in
Virginia, the seat being Wolf Eills, Now Abingdon, In 1735 Eg-
mond Reterts &lso had & patent rere, whether relstsd or nét we
do not know,

Virginie end Forth Carolina had conflicting claims on the

lsnds of N, E, Teannesses, end scversl survays ware nacesssary to
3 ¥ J
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settle the bounderies. Washington County, Tennesses

we2 teken off Wilkes and Bertle Cbunties, N, C, in November 1777,

end Sulliven was tekesn off Veshington In October 1778, Tke conly

[—=

county later out of Sullivan wzs Eawkins in 17E¢,

Hznry Roterts (2) lived on Resedy Creek in this vieinity
¥ o o
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Once the men of Holslton sstilement were called to Shelby's
Statlon, &n Indian Raild b2irnz expected, Srould Indisns come
from an un2zpected quarter, es trhey often did, and &s was the case
in this instance, it left unprotected a 1afge number of faemilies,
A ¥rs., Rcberts 11v rg at King's Mill, on Reedy Cresk, vhose
husband th rasponded to the call, heard the Indians were coming
by their home, Gathering up her thres children, e bundle.and é
wzapon whese service would 111 avall, she started fer the station
and_had gone but & shtort distence when she was made aware of the
epproach of the saveges, (As thils was the locstion of the lands
of Eenry Roberts () wes tzink this wes khis wife.)
Stepping eslde frcm the psath and eroucehing benesth the under-

=

growth the Indlens care by within s few fezt of her ani even stopped

es If susplclous of her prressnces, Trhe crhildren et cnece understood

&

the meznlng ¢f her ceutlcus werning, nestling close snd keeping

o AL~ e ~Y = b - o~ - o kel £ 3 a3 =
wildernzss, ¥Motrers {suzht the szoreidnsss of duty end the duty of
=y
COUTage,
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= DAVID ROBIRTS =

David, probebly & son of ﬁenry Roterts, the immdgrent,
lived 1n Weshington County, Virginia, just sercss the line from
Sulliven County, Tennessece, where John, Eenry snd Eilliem settled,
He died there 1778-79, ‘

From Summers, S. W. Ve., p. 1343: On 2/16/1779 Eenry end
Williem Roberts were executors of his will, Vherein he left his
estete to his daughter, Ssrgh, VWitnssses: Jexes Cexrpbell end
Abrem Bledsoe,

5/16/i779, Susan;ah Roberts, widow of Dsvid Recberts, ceare
into court, rencunced the will end cleinmzd hep dover, John Adeir
Williem Ellictt, Jemes Cexpbell, Robert G1lliland, c¢r gay one of
then were gp~ointed to ley off rer dower, On potlon, ¥illiem

Roberts, execut
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Dreper s23ye po 220, thet Dsvid end Jemes Roberts are listed
by Summers es heving fought abt King's Younteln, Thet batitle,
Dotoker 1558, 'wes efter tre desth of tEis Deetd, T Beliews tnde e
be Henry R: sl (e) BE 4% e bz 2 Or Xre pepelopddds FF g 1L oy
50 years 1o wy  (I77E)s Fe o< ¥y Sumzmere 83 Ve Yes Dewic Eoasois
bowvent Jesd o itk VW ddise Trerplde, dOT : FAS g £ 5 e
v R & g EUT F .
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roacd and to make regert, on wmotlon of John Ancsrsca for & roed
tc be cut from G:orgs Elackburn's by Jazes Fulidnscoatls to the
forks of the path lesding to Kentucky and the mcuth of Rezdy

Creex, (P, 963, Surzers S, W. Va.).

Cn 9/3/1776, on motion of Williem Roberts, administration or

[a7

the estate of Msary EFoberts, deceased, wzs greated to him, on his
bond giving security., On this bond of 100 pounds were Brics
Russell and David Adsir. Appraisers wers Willlexm Aylett, James
Campbell, Williem Cox &nd John Kerr or gny tkree of them,
(P. 648, Summers, S. ¥. Va,) |

(P, 744, Summers) in Montgomery County, Filliem Roberts,
b

Neal Roberts, Moses Jornson, Rlichard Green, Richzrd Wrizhi, Clen

Lee and George Herd had their property restored
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taken from them by the militia of Montgemery and ¥ashington Countles
a3 nothing eppeared szalnst them with regard to their dbeins

ensmies of the state, )

[ ]

On 3/7/1775 in tkre Court of Fincasile Ccunby, Virginla, on

.

mction of William Foberts, Administrstor of esiate of Jchn Roterts,

gsve as securlty Gilbert Christisn, Jobn Cralg, Antrhony Hea

e N
o
8]
s

Willism Elliott, or eny thres of the=, to ap-oraise estate end

-

slavsz, if eny, end =2k return, (P. 641 Sumers S. ¥ Vas)

4 "= > -1 = — e - W, - - = 2
On P, €45, the aprrzliss=:sst wasg returnzd and raccrdad,



1754, 4. 1/22pl285, 1zniir .ﬁEE
£ amin 135 L)
(Zasx 3 t-’E/i* N
3;‘.,‘-._:. il o .
Mzrga oberts 12/1 7 = =
(T=2an tste ¥az, Krox Co,,; Tenn,)
David Roberts, b. 1/1/1750 - (Letter of ¥r. Rhea

Anderso*, Blountville

ET auason of Eenry
Anderson, son of
Raghel end Jobn Anderson
several of these girls :
marrisd Anderscns.,)

¥illiem Roberts, b, 7/1/1783
Jonhn Foberts, b 10/28/1784

y - Grimes Roberts, b, 3/26/1787
Isabella Roberts, b/, 2/25/1790

- JOCEN ROBERTS =~
Son of tke 1mmligrant, Eeary Roberts,
It was Jéhn Robsrts and kils fanlly wro were &estined to make
the suprems sacrifice and te leave to posterity an undyling record.
{15 D D 33, Septemter 25, 1853 - ﬁ. 375, Col, Draper's Mss,)
Wisconsin Stete Library. Lebtter of Gesorge Chriééian to Lyman C.

Draper: "Jorn Roberts whese family was murdered had two brothers;

Henry and Willies=x", P, 376 = August 25, 1853: "murder of Jokn

e

Roverts! fanily and retreat of nsightors under Jochn Anderscon and

James Clendznnin to Kingz's Fort which was on Ready Cr2ek™, #15 DD

(From "Historic Sullivan” by Oliver Taylor, print 1909,

ps 5\}"’3_1‘! ) »

In the dzys when the scaleing knife gnd the tomahawk show:d
Lo raspest for g8% O gz3; Té_ r1ap pessivts wive g8t 15 ef e
cendlilon of each ssbil S
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cruelties send hardships of frontier life, baprening In tha neighe
borhood, went to see the little Roberts boy who survived several

dayss Ee wrote to Colonel Preston, a porticn only of his letter

being preserved,

"Upon whose first aprearance my little hero ren off, his
uncle called, he lmew his wvoice end turned end ran tc him re=
Jolced: hils uncle questicned him aﬁd he returned sensiblé answers,
Showed hils murdered perents and sisters, his brothsr 1s not
found, snd I suppcserig captivated, | |

"He recelved but one blow with a to:aﬁake on tre back of
the head, which cut throdgh his scull, but is gensrally be-
liev2d his brains 1s sz2fe, ass he continues to talk szasibly and
being an active wise boy, what he relates 1s credited,

"For my part I don't know as I ever had tenderer feelings

of compsssion for any one of the human specles, I have sent

“for him and empleoyed &n old man wno has scme skill to atterd hinm,

I wish I could get Dr, Loyd %o him, If he cannot com2 plesse
try if the doctor could not send me up some medicines with di=

rections,”
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1itt)e Beto's atory; bub 1t sesze fto be 3 siogulzsr lostenes 1

am persusded you wont be displessaed =ish 1:," (Triter ¥ss,.)

- ANOTHER MIGRATION - ~
WESTWARD HO'

True pioneers, by the early years of 1800, et least two sons
of Henry Rcberts (2) brought ‘with them tbeir aged father, and
again started on the westward trail. The lands or testern Khn-_"

i by

tucky were being opened, new counties formed year by year- chan'

Christian, Livingstona, Caldwell in turn. Seqthra traveling _
Fehp g PFVR el S DA STAPE N AL N A SE5T A ST RS

"to and fro told true and uonderful tales or this land of springs, ot

i

creeks and rivers end unbroken forest of white oak Eld tulip poplar,
elm, hickory, walnut, beech and sugar maple. :
A map of their route in Ramseyfs Annals or Tennesseg ahows

chertqon's Route to Nashville, Tenn. (1753) frem the Bolston: 5

. country through Cumberland Gap, then roughly follrning the Oumber-

land River through Kbntucky end entering Sumner County, Tennessee
at 1ts N.E. corner._ _*?@;

By 1807 this land route and on to Caldwall County, Ken-
tucky, rrom Sullivan County, Tenneasee WES marxed and opened
well enough tha’c John and Henry Roberts and treir fI"iO'lds and kin
probably travelad it as a road they considered good. It cane
through the Gap on through Russellville and Eopxinsville, to
Princeton where they turned northws.r'd s"d traveled eleven miles
toward Tradewater River and there sterted a settlement - & com=

munity lmown yst as Robertstown,

= 10 =
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The story of the journey into this willerness Is a sege

of ingcenulty, foresichi, wvision end eadurance, They cam= 1n
wzgons with beds shared like galleys, Ean te=m wzs guiced by

a rider who rodes the lezd horse from whose tssseled eers sounied
the tinkling of & bell, A dog tied to the rear axle was at once
compenion end guard, The wagons which were carryalls feor fur-
niture, clothing end tools served at night for Eeds gend in case of
etteck by hostile Indlans becsmé forts from which the pioneers
fought.

Before end behind tbe wagons ceme men ontriders well armﬁd
and women riding side-saddle, while younﬁ cailuren.rode in baskets
slung scross the packhorses, peapoose fashicn.

Cattle with bells cn were driven behird the wggons and st
night the blazing cenpfires warned awey wclves and bears, and
served to brcak the "journey” and to cock ash cekes end to werm the
dried rezt end beans cor the fresh mest shot on the wey. " journey cak

Sore of the precicus household weres were cerried on pack
seddles which rested on nsturel prongs of trees cerefully selected
for the pufpose.

Like white s£2lls of the ocesn these wegon trains cexe iIn

groups, one behind tre otlker.

v errived In the wilderness, occupled the cabins
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for chairs end teble legs. They made surs of havins watler for
themselves end stock, hence they had made trhelr clssrings neer
springs end creseks.

Wild meet end fish were theirs for the teking &nd wlld plums
and pe¥psvws end grapes were thelirs for the picking. KHazel nuts
enﬁ,haws,'of scaly bark, hickory, beech nuts sand walnuts - of bee
trees there were meny end heney flowed. While slong Donelson and
Cove Creek gnd Flyﬁn's Fork grew groves of the finsst sugsar meple
trees, Here their ceravan rested - end here for more ﬁhan 130

yeers thls settlement hes been celled "Robertstown™.

~ HENRY ROBERTS (2) =
Henry Roberis (2), son of Henry, the immligrent, wss born in
Scotland before 1759, had scttled on Reedy Creek by 177€, His
first recorded grant found wes In 1778, Lester he obtained grants
from North Carolins: 300 scres on 12/26/1781; 35 mcres on

s besides

m

1
7/22/1785; 180 acres on 12/2/17¢5; totaling 515 ecr

—

his ezrlier grants. (Tenn, Lend Graats &t Nsshville}.
There wes an eppliceticn made (by Eenry Roterts) to ley off
end view s roszd from Sullivan C. E. to Rorerts kKill on the Ken-

tucky rosd sbout 17E&H,
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Heary Tioberts, Hewberm ¥ilitie", found 1n Jolenial reccrds of

North Cerclina, msy refer to his service,

Es cexe with his son, Henry, to Csléwell, lived trere ir 1511
(as Sr.) exempt froxr taxes either becsuse of sze cr =iliter

Born in Scotland, reared iIn Esst K.C., ke spent his scitive man-
hood in Sulliven County, Temnnessee, and dled in Celdwell County,
Rentucky, after 1€1l, His wss & typical pilgrizage of the American
ploneer that Included a childhood in a heressed Scotland and a
lifé_spent in three wilderness cormunities in gzérica snd burtal

in an unknown, unmarked grave, such as becarms the sign manual of

the great msjority of Americen frontiersmﬂn.

.. » This Henry had two sons of whom we have record who ceme to
Celdwell County in the early yesrs of 1800; John Roberts and
Henry Robverts. It is from these twvo thet most of the Celdwéll
Roberts ere descended, ' L

Eis reccllections covered years of tire gnd miles of lend
and water; Sccttish snd Irish hills ead dsles, pessibily of the
sheres of Wzles, harrying of elans, changing kings, oceen travel

~

by salling ship, dark, forbidding, mershy shores of Cero lin denk
woods, greet stcrms In the cresking forests, w1ld grepes like
those of Ezchosol, Impenetrebls cans brekes

=

in clezrings, frozea rivers on the westvard tral

(‘!
i
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valleys, ko camps elong the highwzy of 1life thed he traveled,
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From ¥PA records 1n the Cossett Library at Yemshis, the
following facts were culled, Sulliven County is the ssconi
oldest county end fifin lerzest In populetion in Tennesse:. It
¥as crested out of Washington County by the Stete of Korth
Cerolina, in October 1779 and organi‘ed in 1780, Pert of
Hawkins County weas cut off from it in 1786.

The French surrendered their cleims by ths Treaty of Paris

in 1768. The Irocuois by the Treaty of Ft. Stunwix, negotlated

by Sir Wm, Johnson, surrendered to the English their claims to =
large area between the Ohio an§ Tenuesseg Rivers, Leter the
Cherokees iﬁ Council, Octcber 14, 1768, et Hard Lsbour, S; C.,
appealéd to the settlers to respect their cleimrs end esded 100
square riles setting the Indian boundery sbout 35 miles eest of
the Long Islend of the Eolston to the Kanzvhe River and tren
to the Ohlo. (Buresu of Ethnology, 5th Aanusl Repori, p. 146,
1883,83,)

This treaty wes B signsl to settlers frorm Virginis end Xorth
Cerolina who rushed in, going beyond the Crherckee line end settling
on the upper reaches of the holston, walle it was disputed vhether

thls was Iin Virginla or North Czr
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On July 20, 1776, the tettle of Lonz Islsnd Plets was foucht.
3 3 &

The Cherckses, led by Drs

(In this ye:r Eenry Reterts (5) wzs tors in this vicintty.} By
Trezty ef 1777 the Crherclizcs e2328 211 1sad rnort: of Kolichuslky
River,

e Vade = 1958 his Geont



The survey of Henderson end Thomas Talker and David Sattn
in 1777 proved these Eclston sstile—ents wers in ¥eshington
County, N.Cs Even Shel of the new countrr,
Jonn Chissum end Issec Shelby were coxzxissicrers,

A glimpse of the esrlier history in this rich velley is of
Interest to us because our sancesiors knew these lesders, fol=
16wed them and Qere in the very forefront of the pioneer
settlers,

, The eesrliest grént of reﬁord %&s thét to.Edmbnd ?endleton
in 1756_qf_5,000_acres on Reedy Creek. In.1?58, -1 ;ew settlers
_came but they hed to retire northeest of tte Kaﬁawbg.ﬁiver. Fo i
P;trick Henry'én Reedy Creek neér the upper énd of Iﬁﬁg Island
in the Bolston was bullt by Virginis militiemsn on their wey to
the relief of Ft, Loudoun in the fell of 1738,

In 1769 Joseph Kertin ceze with Falker exploring and msde &
crop in Powell's velley, returned tc Virginle and brought his
ferily. Even end Isssc Sheldy bullt & fort end general store in
1771 where.Bristol now stends, John end Thomas Sherpe were ecrly
in the velley end were followed soon efter by Tﬁom&s Eerderson,
John Womeck and the fether of David Crockett, The county was
orgenized et the heme of X¥oses Looney, Februsry 7th, 17€0, In

1765, Bountville wes loceted end firet court was reld et the
3
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In the Forks of South Holston snd Wetaugs Rivsrs, first ¢con-
o

gréegetlon of thet order In the states. (Piozszsr Fresbrierlen

in Tennessee by George W, Helskel - J., W, Swee*, Ralizion ¢z

3
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Arepricen Fron
The first Lutheren Church wes formsd between 1750 and
1795 on Reedy Creek by Revs, Peul Kenkel avd John G. Butler

(Teylor). So 1t 1s eesy to see uhy these first Roberts

femilies wro cexe from Reedy Greek to Celdtell Ccunty were

' among the firut Curberland Presbyterien

Hoving Wéstward es tne Indiaqa ret“eauea, cur ancesters

were not only hardy end industrious, but religiouq, as rell.



Lirveg of SORAL ROoBELTS o F LI1VIV E<prg fﬂaUAfT7
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John Roucrts, son of EBenry Foberts (2), cese to Liviv. itena
County, Kentuciy, before 1E08, cv.ied on Skinfre-z Creey, In
Celdwell County, 200 ecres, tvwo Liorses and cne stud valued ot
£150.00,

In county court orders - 1226-1837, 4 tracts of 1163 ccres
ezch, end one of 2% scres. West of the Tennessee River he rad

5 grants of 160 ecres eech, very easrly (Jillson's Index, p,. g64),

Boughkt land from Fenry Willer in Cellwell, 1812, listed with

(g

hree horses,
He evidently lived in Livingstone Ccunty in 1513 &nd 12816,

ock 1, p. 161, Le sold to ¥. B, Lemon, lend n Cesldvell, J.H,

m

Cler¥, witness: 3/1/1854, dk, 42, p. €66; Lowon & Acterts lend
in Teer Creek, Livirgstone ect,, John Roberts mzrried (1) (possidly i

three ¢hildren 2re tnovn to us:
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Lucinda Roberts, b, 1812, FHis chilirsn: (1) Ecxry Foberts, JT.,
eged 46 in 1€50, b, 1301, Tennescee; d, April 1, 1861; rerried

1263 (hence b, betueen fzril 1, 1800 end 4A:zrld Yy 150}s) Thelrp
children, 211 born In Celéwell County, EKentucky, = 1. Febecca G.
Roberts, married Thezes Slvils Jomes, Febroery 21, 1248, (brothsr of

C-loe Jene Jones, whko merried Jemes Earvey Roberts, Jr. ). 2,

! S - - - ~ ==
<ed Luey Ann Boltnott, December 30, 1863, C. Feckmsr,



4. TIsctella Roberts, b, 1€28, married overber 6, 1553, f
érew Mo Hubbard., This couple kacwn s “"Andy & Ttby" well

fevorably rermecmbered by msay of the kin,

5. Yery A, Roberte, b, 18231, died single in 1857, (Vitad

8+ Iucinde Roterts, b. 1834, nzrried Retert C, Tevrey, "&£

7. Jckn L, Reberte, b. 1236, @, Vay o, 1870, married Elizs

o -~ = + - R v s e - T e
¢ng of her sisters, widowsd, lived gy yeirs in Trinceton
were pessessed of much vilusble entisus

end

St?_tc)

lebema

end

ead

Yertin,
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neney, end three einzle Czaghters; Lueinde, Bettlie gnd Fsu
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til rried. Jares He Toberts; Sr.;, end Joekn I, Rorerts
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wero executors, FEe left §1,00 esch to his sons, Jei-es H,, Jr.,
Eiiliam R, =2nd dsughters, Retecca Jones tnd Isstel Fubtard,

Scre of his lends werer 6/4/1829, County Court crder fér
640 ecres; 12/€/10235, 29 scres in Livingrtone County on Teniessoe
River, G.2, Ky. Lend Varrants; 11/1¢/1841, 100 acres on Done
aldson (B. 15, p, 153);-11/1¢/1S44, 100 ecres on Donzldson,

(Bo 12, p. 234); 11/18/1850, 50 scres in Livingstone, on Ten=
nessee Hiver,

In the census of 1870, p. 92-64, his widow, Nancey (McNeeley)
Roberts, eged 71, (b. 1799), lists houses worth §200, she born,
according to this, in N.C,

The only one of the children of Eenry and Nancey WcKeeley
Roberts of whom I have fairly full record is Ko, 3, sbove:

Jemes Harvey Roberts, Jr., born 1/3/1824, married 11/3/1853
to Chloe Jan Jones, b, 4/8/1829; d. 8/11/1901, sister of Thomas

S8ivils Jenes who married Rebecca G. Poberts. Their children:

1. Msrion Hodge Roberts, b, 1/15/1854; d. 10/5/1657,

2, Mary W. Roberts, "Mollle", b, 1659, married Mr. Albert Hewletit
vhen she w&s near fortj yeers of esge, hzd two children. D. 1544,
3. Jchnnie W. Roberts, b, 1862, married ¥r, Rhee, lived nieer
Dzslton Hopkins County, Kentucky; died esrly in life.

4, Willie A, Roberts, b, 1884, d&igd not rarry, d, 19:4,

5. Jim Ella Roberts, b, 1866, merried late in life to Joe Dzves,
d, 1644, the seme yesr as Lrer two sisters who lived together in
Frinceton,

Jemes Esrvey roberts, Jr., wszs listed in 1880 census with

- 10 -
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fod L5,700, In 12733 he listed l=:a4 on Decneléson,

"Jim Ferve", &s he vwzs c¢alled, wes a promirent ¢ “er of

the clan snd ke sad his family slveys rade a fine 1nm pression vlcrever

they were, Trey were devcted to leeping up eppearance, =nd
with good right, Trey lived st Robertstown on tlre filso Veres
house Road, whére he had a totacco fectory end country store,
He bought totracco, prized it in hogshesde, hed it hsuled by
vegon to Eddyville where it was lo=zded on bosts., The rew
kighvay Las now been completed to Old Robertstown, now Edd
Barnes Store. It vas for a time a postoffice cszlled Xew Quinn
nnich has been diﬂcontinued in fevor of a rurzl rcute from
-Daltoq.' _
- The father %ss so proud of the.good.iooks of his wife and
Vdaughters that hé-always czlled them "my beeutiful ladies", =nd
€0 snxiﬁus was he fo provide for them thet Le worked esrly end
lete, end on Sundays, too, to the disgust of his church=going
nei*hborsa his CiS&DDOintmEnt in losing ris cnly son ves ree
flected in the more or less masculine nemes he gave his daughters.

The secund child of JoHn Roberts of Livingstene, known to
us is V\aMf‘ﬂ _— T | ;
(;} Roberts who was born in TEﬁnestee 1n 1804, rsrried
0/17/1852 to Joseph theeley ¥ho was born in S.D.

Joseph &nd XNancy Roberts hcﬁeeley 14ved near Farrersv*lle
in Celdwell Ceuhty, tbeir chilaren°
1. Rebecca KcNeeley, b, 1826 in Ce2ldwell, rarried 1/8/1859;

s
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their dasughter, Nancey S, Traylor, b. 11/3/1859. (VeSe)

2, Isaac McNeeley, b, Caldwell, 1831, .

3, Hester A. McNeeley, b. Livingstone county, 1834, married
Thomas Dunn, aged 22, in December 1857.

4, John L. McNeeley, b, Caldwell, 1837, liived near Farmersville,
5., Thomas R. McNeeley, b, Casldwell, 1840, lived near Fermerse=
ville; member of 48th Infantry Co., Joining 10/26/1863,

6. Willis S. McNeeley, b. Caldwell, 1843, removed to Colorado.
7. Dewitt C. McNeeley, b, Caldwell, 1846. -

Further on McNeeley: Joseph McReeley, above, was a brother
of Matthus McNeeley whose son, John N. married MJJ .E. Roberts,
daughter of J. W. Roberts;, Sr. Joseph had sister., Nancey, who
married Henry Roberts, 12/7/1822. Another son Matthus
McNeeley was Wilson McNeeley whose son, william T, married
Mary P, Hubbard, 10/11/1857,

In the tax lists of 1813 are found James McNeeley in Cald-
well and ¥ichesel McNesley in 1821,

The third child of John Roberts of Livingstone, known to

‘us was James Harvey Roberts, Sr,, b, June 21, 1808 in EKentucky,
d. 9/29/1875. He married (1) Sarah D. Kemp, 12/12/1832, return
made 1/9/1833. Of this4;nion there was one daughter, Nancey E.
Roberts, b. 9/16/1834, d. 8/18/1887, She married Silas Watt
Towrey, b. 11/4/1832, d. 10/28/1907, (Birth and death dates
from stones in old graveyard on a& farm near Robertstown. )

Jemes Harvey Roberts, Sr., married (2) Regina Crowder who
was born 1817-1818. Their children}

1. Mary Jane Elizabeth ("Bettie"™) Roberts, b. 3/12/1844; d,
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man in Princeten, 18262, Ste died 189¢¢, iwcther of his tvwo cons,
{g)] ¥eprfed Fetls Jue Burley fn FBevil, Xy¥; they BaEd tue Ssaiitep

Eerllier ke ked servicz 1In Fost Office in Princeton, Ky., &nd

Clzrksville, Tenn. He vas sppointed substitute railvey postal

clerk in 1283 and rromoted to reguler Jenusry 17, 1G4, Ee
14; transferred to

clerk in Leulsville Post Office 12/1/1517., Ee hsd e numbter of

promotions untll wedes foremen in 1923 2ad served urntil his re-

level snd efficiznt service wou rave rendere
¥ >

end ended with gzod vishes and “szany vears o

2, Clifton C.

AT

Velseley,
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3. Garzldine NceNceley, b, 3/19/1635, married Jce C. Fox, lives
nezr Army btese et Great Bend, Fances, She was vith ¥HAS for
several sears snd wren YAVE opened went with them and was thelr
staff planist for four yesrs, kncwn there es Geraldine Thompson,
4, Alberta NcNeeley, b, 2/27/1613, married F. Dion Smith, lives
X. Hollywcod, California,
(2) Eddie S. McNeeley, b, 3/21/1872; 4, 1876,
(3) Arnnie McNeeley, b, 5/19/1874, married Elvis C, liencer,
widowed, lives near princeton, Ky, -
(4) Ella NcXNeeley, b, 9/23/1876. = . °
(5) Charles R, ¥ecNeeley, b. 9/13/1878, -
(6) Lena McNeeley, b. 3/25/1882, married F. M, Doss, widowed,
(7) Byrd McNeeley, b. 2/6/1686, married J. A, Seamen.
2. Melissa Rcberts, dsughter of James Barvey and Regina
Crcwéer Roberte, b. 1851, married Jasmes P, Davis,
3. Henry Clesy Roberts, b. April 24, 1854,
4, Jemes Harvey Roberts, Jr., b, 1857, his wife wass M, E,
Roberts. (Probesbly should be listed as III, to distinguish.
from Eenry Roberts! son‘of ssme name who was kmown as "jir",)
5. Lucinda Roberts, "Lou", b, 1860, married Jemes P. Devis,
after deeth of her sister, VMellssa,
6. Amenda L., Roberts, .

In the 1850 census Jemes Earvey Recterts, Sr., is listed
es farmer, age 52, property worth $2,000 =2nd §4,000 b, Kentucky,

wife, Regine 43, b, Kentucky; Bettie, 1Z; kellsse, 9; Henry,

63 Jemes, 3 end J. ¥. Roberts, farnhend, age 21, In 1870 census,

P. 100~-85, he 1is listed with wife Regins; Fellssa 19, Henry,
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In 1G44 Le bought lend from Eenry Roterts (3). In County
Court créers 1848 he received 50 scres of lend on TDeneldzon
end seme in 1649€; in 1856 &5 ecres on Denaldscne Fe sold lerd
to Jemes E. Roterts, Jr., Bock V., p. 1£7, ‘
From the Caldwell county Order Book ve find thet on 10/18/
1648 he wes epro’nted constebvle vith Rezin Fryer and Jochn Jones
as sureties = slso in 11/18/1650 with Jokn Jones and Henry Roterts,
sureties - snd 6/1€/1651 with R. B. Ratliff end Rezin Fryer,
sureties, FPege 210, consteble with John Jones and J. M., Harper,
sureties; page 376, on 5/24/1855 Coleman Browm vas ordered to
turn over the books of Justice of the Peace to him; psge 332,
he was to confer with Samuel Hollman of Fopkins county in re-
gard to repairs on bridge over Tradewater at Wilson ¥erehouse,
8/17/1857; p. 587, 5/18/1858, he end J. W, Jennings were swarded
$49,75 for "moving drift" obstruction at this bridge; p. 638,
ke wes pald for Felplng to district the county. And so on,
through the books we find his weny ectivities as & cltizen and
en sctive farmer,

.- John Jones heving dled, 1857, ﬁe_was mede administrator
of the estate of David Roberts (Melissa Roberts' widcw) with
Thomes Jones and Rufus L. Harper ss sureties, The sprraisers
were Zebulon Blackburn, Rufus L. Earper zmd Femry Roterts,

. In 1880 his estzte was belng scttled end the nemes of his

heirs mentiocned,
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ow, 20l1d riv dowsr to Korris A.
Crovicr., Arenda L, Fokerts slco £0ld to him her land (b 4,4¢2)
end (5,131). Jemwes H, Foberts, Jr., scld lend to ¥illlsm Jores
(6,281) end to Jchn Koleman (7,227) and to ¥, P, Kaxwell (11,872),
In Book 2 there sre other records which show that these helrs sold
or exchsenged lend. Scme of this lend wes sold to John Holeman
end pessed to his scn~in-lew, Tom Stevens, later sold
to Lzonard Barnes, &nd on it i1s found the original site of the
cettlement of Henry Roberts (3) end original Roberts graveyard.
ROBERS = (1) Eenry -~ (2) Eenry - Jchn - Lucinde, Line of Joln,
son of Henry (2).

Lucinda Roterts was dsughter of John Roberts and his second
wife, who was Kiss Love, She was born 1812, msrried esbcut 1840
to Jorn Jones who died 1856, adm, 4/20/1857, rmarried (2) ¥ehlon
Tadlington,

Ker first husbeand, John Joncs, vas brother of Nelissa Ann
Jones who merried Devid Roberts, By him she hed two children:
Williem H, Jones snd Lucinda Jones. Chose as guardien, 1857,
J. E. Roberts, Sr.

%illiem Eenry Jones, b, 12/23/1841; died 4/17/1620; married
Kaggle Fryer,‘daughter of Richard and Kargaret Elizabeth Fryer.
Their children: Miléred Ann Eerper Fryer, b. $/16/1856; d,
4/20/1928, |
1, Lens Jcnes rarried John Frencls Norgsn of Princeton. Thelr
daughter, Anniebelle ¥orgen, married Jemes W, Thomas of California
a Civil Engineer in Ter Depsertrment. First Lt. in serdcs,

2, Dr, Jochn Ricterd Jones, present ecddress 120 8. 4th St.,
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W. Vo His tooa sdiress, 4069

s )

eepwood Ready Enlbl-
¥d, Tfhyslclun with E&0 Redlroed, Baltiiore, i'de Fe veas

g Captain in Vorld Wer I snd cverceas 8 nonths,

3, Charles Fryer Jones, &05 Lexington Avenue, Apr. D, Wew York
City. Ee is & certified benk sccountent end btank exeminer,

4, Annie Lucinds Jcnee, d, 1200, sged 15, '
8, Clyde Terry Jones, farmer, Crider, Ky, Two children: FRobert :
%i1lliem Jones and MNz=ry Elizsbeth Jones. ; i
6. Willlem Eli Jones, bachelor, Postmaster of Frinceton, Kye. ;
for 12 years, Treasurer of Caldwell County. At present Assls-

tznt Clerk of the Court of Appesls of Kentucky. Vas a sergesnt

in %orld VWar I and overseas two jears,

Lucinda Jones, dsughter of Lucinda Rcberts Jones and Jobn

Jones, married E11 Nichols, s fermer end legislator, member of i
Kentucky Bouse of Representetives, FHer gusrdian after her father's

desth was J. H., Roberts, Jr. Her children were:

i

(1) Dora Nichols, who married Sam Rich, both decessed by 1¢45.
Their children: . : T _ OO RS G | ‘ i
l.. Sabine Nichols, Seattle, Veashingion.
2, Chester Nichols.
- 3, Homsr Nichols. -
4, Velma Nichols,
(2) Esry Nichols msrried Albert Neel.
(3). Fred Nichols warried - . . - Children:
1, .Frederick_ﬁichcls.

2+ Vernon Nichols,

T
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3y Eluwin Wlcbhels,
4, Jeck Gerdon Nichols,
5, Crzrles 511 Hlchols,
€. William Kichols, single,
7. Wery Elizebeth Nlchols,
(4) Effa Nichecls married Dr, W, L, Cash, princeton, one eon,
Dr. Relrh Cash, Capt. in cervice World VerII.
(5) Gertrude Nichols merried Ernest Lane, teaches Tech, School,
es Cooksville, Tenn, Thelr children:
1., Mery Virginie Lsne, married Jared Maddcx, a banker,
now in'service.
2, Lt. Joe E, Lene, Radar = Submarine, U.S.N.R,
(6) Nennle Nichols married M, T. Guess, fermer, (deceased) =
one child, James Nkichcls Guess,.
(7) Birdie Nichols, unmarried.
(8) Myrtle Nichols, unmarried.
¥illism H. Jones was an Elder in the Presbyterlen Church
for 55 years and a Kason for esbout the seme length of tlme. Ee
served three vears in the Unicn Army in the Sixties, Ee vas a
Republican in politics., Elected to the Kentucky Eouse of Rerre-
sentatives in 1901 and served six consecutive terms and znother
one lster, a record of public service, He was 2 fermer and busi-~
ness man, MNore than one correspondent of mine who spoke of him
said "he was the finest man I ever knew", Once on the treain
duriﬁg the time he was in the Legislature my hustend who knew
him well introduced me to him snd I merveled et his close resem=

blance to my Grandfather, Thomss Lynch Roberts. I always thought
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trey were double first cousins tut tre records do not Year me
ocut, Grandfetler rey heve buen a first cousin of Loth his

fether end rothrer,
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Henry Roberts (2), son of Henry Fobeits (2), was born in
1776 on Reedy Creek, Sullivan Co., Ténn. As Eenry Roberts; Jr.
on December 26, 1807, he sold 109 scres of Feedy Cfeek end again
on December Z0th sold S0 scres, This was likely pert of his
father's holdings through lznd granﬁs. e rarried Elizebeth
Lynch, who died before 1852 in Caldwell Co., Ky. His death
record lists him s widomer Her given neme we find in v.s.
and her maiden name we know because she n&med one of her sons
Thoras Lynch for her father, and K¥rs. Ssrah King Follm#n Foterts,
wife of his son, John Littleton Roberts, told her grendchildren
the same.

Henry Roberts lived to see lonber and lerger carevsene set
their white s&ils for farther west, sgw relativ s and neighbors
of the next generation go on toward the setting sum - but here
he s»ayed end the majorlty of his devcepd&nte steyed with him
until modern means of travel began to scatter &nd carry them
iafgr in wars and 1n_?eace.\ ” —

#With h{s brother, John.Eobgrts, he came to Livingstone Co.
(later Caldwell) &s he is listed in 1807, 1807 a"d 1808 with 5
horses and no lan This vas a usuel procedure. The father
ceme ahead of his family, qcmetinea making two of three trops ;
end smapping work with neighbors, located liis homwe place, built
a cabin &nd fenceﬁ_beiore bringing chlldren end poéséss{ons. |
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Ey 1810 he had bopght 490 scres of lend on Deonaléson Creek
from Arthur Williems, the deed da=ted 1812, Ve had 7 horses and
cvned in 1822 133 acres patented by Conley. Ve soon bought S0
acres more on Tradéwater, patented by Core and 133 escres patented
by Flint, and 400 acres patented by McKabd,

;;me@iatgly following his first 1isted lsnd, in 1811, appears:
ﬁHenpy'Eoberts, Jr. exempt”, which 1s proof that his father ceme
with him to Kentucky ‘.

In 1826 Seytenber 16 }e bought from Richael Camnbell, ase
signee of John Campbell, by patent dated 1/20/1816 400 acres of
land on Tradewater. Witnesses to deed were Joserh Hcheeley and
Hobert Hart.

on June 4, 1819 in County Court orders he wes granted 640
ééres; overber 19 1841 100 acres on Donaldson- {15 lus) Hovem-
ber 19 18¢4 100 acres on DOhaldscn (12, 2’4); in all e owned
from 1810 to 1852 more than 1,25 6 acres of land.

_ There wes no 1Eck of corn brcak in that vi cin¢ty.. In lélO
Jes<e “ill‘ars baﬁ 8 grist mill - and 1811 h111181 CsﬂtTEberPy on
Flynn's Fork, near tbe mouth. A

| Texes were 1sid by ciqtpicts divicded ihto ril*t’e compénies,
Henr ry Robarts was captaln in his district from 1800 tkrough 1815,
et leest. In Capt. Henry Foberts' District, 1811, Mercer ¥Wadling-
ton was tax collector° 1812 Jecsse nilliaﬂs, end so on,

% In the 1812 service the nawe of a8 Eerry Roberts Is found in

Cert. Benjamin Shackett!s cOﬂﬁany Wibh two rmonths =ervice as privete,

It !s the tradition &s to him snd others of that locality (Iszzc

% Thls not szme man,

—a e ek




or John Hergper for one) that they started for tattle of New
Orlcans and got there too late. Could it Le that thace militia
companies set out "on trelr own" and were not registered with
the central authoritlies? It seems strenge if he were a rrivate
when he commended this militia company for years.

The millitla company commanded by him kad - eriong others -
those who 1ived acrdss the Livingston Co. line: 1816-1817 -

Woah Taylor; Readlng Spell; William Redkins; John Roberts; Wil-
liam Peppln; Honas Mensér; Hugh Lewis; jacob King; Woses Hensléy;
Devid Fort;'Asé Edwafds; Katthew Devis; Géofge Groghan; Sherot
Earren. - ' -

tmong other activities Henry Roberts wes a leader in rosd bullding,
Tb mention oﬁly a few of the entries cbncernihg this activity,

from QOrder Book B, p. 224 with Isaac Harper, Fesln Freyer, Thomss
Forse and Mlcajah Bowen, or any three of them being sworn to act,
he was ordered to view'arﬁ mefk a ﬁéy-ﬁhé nearest and best from
Princesbn in the direction of Belville unto Donaldson's Fork,

April term, 1827, (p.294). FEe was to survey in place of Benjamin
Hart a road 15 fget wide for that‘part of Princeton - Wilson
Werehovse Road beginning et Campbell's old horse mill to the county
line, prec;npﬁ #%, all hands on both sides to be warned,

About 1BZZ2 he began to sell off his land to relatives and
others, This, too, seexs to have been usuel, The reasons vere
to lessen the estate, for one thing, the princirel cne belng that
es physical strength waned the accumuleted land wes msde to yileld
the llving for later years,

T
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2/12/1822 so0ld to John Jenes 150 scves on Trecew=ter,
part of Michsel Camrbell grent, sssignee of Jumes Campbell -
rentlione David Foberts Spring brench junction with Euffalo
Erench hollow near edge of flats = (G.Z20), On p=ge 321, EBook
G, i1s a deed to Davlid Roberts, for £5.00 snd "for near relation
and natural affection", 250 acres on Tradewater River, psrt of
William Campbell survey, mentions edge of Ilats of Buffalo Branch
and a small brench,

\&4 12,

§/17/1641, he sold to Thomas (L.) Roberts for $570, 133
acres on Donaldson's Fork. Mentions John Denton's line and Arthur
Willlams survey, except what he had sold to Henry Roberts, Jr.,
end James H. Foberts 198 a. §375, 11/5/1844, 258 scres (0.521;'
E,267; L,416 part of Willlam's land, 0,271, Book 4,‘p.267,

sold land to M. A. Crowder (his daughter).

The Original Home

fhé origiﬁai home pict was the 400 acres deeded in 1812
from Arthur Williems. Thls apbears to have been sold to Jares
H. Roberts, Sr., 198 acres 4.t5 Henfy, Jr., 60 acres; to Thomas L.
1z3 scres, which iakes Zel.ééres, a little short of the 400 acres.
The 1Z3 scres was his home place znd Thomszs L, Eobefts 1ived
there with him until his death. His daughter, Eli:ébeth Weeks,
widoﬁed; end daughter Fernecle were living there in 1850, &he
married El1jsh Strong and Thn:ss L. marrled Kency Jsne Jones
Young In December 1851, They lived there also after his desth
inles2,

Then on April 10, 18854, they lost their first child, Sanford
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Henyy roberts. The slsb pnrring to this grave, alorg with tue

m

sencstone markers of Henry, Elizabeth, his father HenTry end
others, notés the rlsce of the original house - sold by Thomos,
L. Roberts to Beckner who s0ld toStevens, he to Holensn and
th.ea pessed to Leonard Barrnes, the letter a descendant of this
Henry FEoberts who came to tre end of the treil and lies buried
1n the iand he wrested from the wilderness.

This old grakeyard 1s on &n 0ld rozd that has been re-=
served but not buillt, runrlng direct from Flat Rock, crossing
Princeton - Shady Grove fcad, to intersect the roed from Prince-
ton to Providence at a polint resar Edd “Barnes' store, old Roberts-
town.

Vrs. Dolly Crowdsr Cetlett remerbers well playing with the
Stevens children arﬁund tre little enclosed plot in a thicket
of cedars. Eer father, Eorris £. crowder, sold his farm then
to Tom Stevens, who wes son=In-lew to ¥r. John Eoleman, & large
land-owner, whose son, Pettiller Holeman, bought the Bob Hubbard
place which M. A, Crowder eo1d to Kubbard, just acréss from
home where Norris Crosder lived. - -

Nr. Edwin Niles Rezerts says that the old log house on the
ferm where the child, Serford Henry Foberts, was buried was torn
down long ago, that Tom Stevens built a small cottage Just in
front of the old home wrich they used for thelr kitchen for a
few years, He can show ++s spot where the old home stood, znd
rererbers two families #:-0 11ved there before Stevens did.

¥r. W. E. Roberts, w»=> lives about four miles from rRoberts

town towerd Hopkins Co., T22€ horseback cver the unimproved part
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of old Wilscn Wareshiouse Read, on Jurne 2%, 1045, snd vent to lir.
Fdd Parnes store. Together he and IMr. Bernes visited the greve-
yard on Rcberts! Hi1ll, about &2 mile from the store, There they
found sone of the stores in good conditlion, sowre old end colored
arnd hard to resd, They mzde out these:

Jonn Quincey Adems Bsrncs, b, 1824, 4, 1220

Nancy Jene Rcberts Bernes, b, 1844, d. 1902

Henry Roberts

John L. Roberts

J+ Harvey Roberts, b, June

James H. Roberts

His wife, Chloe Jaﬁe Roberts

The sawme dey they located the original burila plot and
old house plsce., In originel graveyard "not in such bad condi-
tlon, Trees have grown up on it but no undergrowth, briars or
weeds, - It will be right beside the highway when it 1s bullt.
It 1s a very pretty place, level ground sloping just enough each

way to drain it, The people who cultivate the last , respect the

pleace enough to plow all around and just leave the trees that meke

a pretty shade,"

Other burial places are Liberty Church where many of the
Roberts kin are buried, including Marigold Roberts, daughter of
W. E. and 0della Roberts; Devid and hls wife, Nellssa Jane Jones
Roberts are buried in "Young" graveyard near Liberty Church,

Chiléren of Henry Roberts (&) and Elizabeth Lynch -

Jane Roberts, daughter of Henry cnd Elizrabeth Roberta, b. Tenn.

l_g'{v’a \0"

1500-01, married Andrew ylor, Kovemwber 28, 1821, return macde
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by Jatn Travis. a1 ew Tuyler dicd btefoye 188D, Tizelr children;

"}, EHester fan Taylor, Db. 16825, rurried Willlawm Irovn,
October 19, 1852 - tr.cir children:

(1) Harrisen Brown, nmarried Lddle Sisu, live in Hopxire
hear Delton (June 1945) and have cnildren and grandchildren.

(g) Ssrah Brown, Db. April 7, 1859, married David Sigler.
She died 1944, r ka{%

(3) Nannie Brown, married John Utley, live nesr Sandy
Grove, Crittenden Co.

(4) Florence Brown, merried Pearl Sigler, lives Xarion,

a
Ky. ‘ sl ' ( T)«ufj\q-
(5) Mitt Brown (anickname), warried George Dzves,
A11 these have descendants scattered far and wide.
11. williem A. Taylor, born 1827, lived to Dbe 0ld died
single.
=1 1k tndrew Taylor, b. 1229, married IDby Creekmore, thelr
children: John; Bill; Eerry; Nollle; Lucy; Bertha; Lena. (Llimost
all these passed away = WER).

‘Jene Traylor to Jemes V. Cemybell, Jonn P. Campbell, W. G.
Smoot, o0il ard coal ard salt end mineral, April 3, 1885, land
where she lives, 50 acgres bounied Tty Eeckner farm, Jjosiah
Nichols, Erastus Cook, John H. Holeman - Witnesses: William E.
Traylor, R. H. Pryer.

P, 675 = Ceénaus of 13860 - Fre. Jane Traylor is listed &s
Femily GOVerness, with property valued &t ¢£500 and §5395.

npunt Jane" or "Jernie" was well and favorably remembered by
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these of my mother's generastion, probably lived to be well over
70 yesrs old.
Line of Henry Roberts (3) and Elizabeth Lynch

Jokm Littleton Roberts, oldest som of Henry and Elizabeth
Roberts, was borm 11/17/1805 im EKnox Co., Tenn. He married
6/4/1835, Sarah King Holleman, who came from N.C. about the tura
of the eemtury whem their eldest som, Samuel, was six months old.
He lived im Madisonville, was elder im the Cumberland Presby=-
terian Church for 50 years and died im the 80's, John Littletom
Roberts died ef pneumonla im Crittendem Co. rear Deanwood 2/8/1852.
His widow survived him for 46 years, passing away in 1898 omn the
amniversary of his burial, at the home of her youngest som, George
T. Roberts, with whom she made her home. Mrs, Edna Morgan, her
granddaughter, saya,'she wlways called in-luws "Mother Roberts
and Daddy Roberts" and sald, too, that Mother Roberts was a
Lymch before her marriage., Johm Littletom Roberts was taken back
to Hopkina Co, for burial,

This couple had seven children:

(1) George W. Roberts, b.12/8/1836; died 8/22/1838.

(2) Mary Amn Roberts, b. 11/19/1838, died about 1915;
married William Mariom Travis, Their three children were;

1, Sareh Elizabeth Travis, who married Joha Turley.

2, William Travis, who died im young manhood.

3, Mary Alice Travis, who married James Gipsom and with
her femily lives in Merion, Crittenden County. '

(2) Sarsh Jane Roberts, b. 7.5.1841; died about 1917;
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married William Newbern Travis, Their eight children were;

1. Sarah ﬂiizabeth Travis who married Johm Corley, had
several shildren, died about 1942.

2. James Edward Travis, married Fannye McDowell, his
family live im and aroumd Marion.

3, Dora Travis married James L. Woodside, lives with he»r
family im Crittenden Co.

4, Thomas Travis, married Helem Kemp and lives im Crittem-
den Co.

5, Geerge Travis had no children, died im Mariom about 1940.

6. Elmer Travis married Nanmle Corley, lives neap Crayne.

7. Charles Travis married Myrtle Boyd, lives near Deaawood,
has one daughter who is 2 WAC;

8. .vVida Travis dlied im young womanhood, Several grandsons
of Sarah Reberts Travis.,are im service.

bh-6-
(4) Jehm Nelsem Roberts b. 11/7/1843, died 1809. First

married Rena Travis, Twe children: DYntor 2oldeie, -7
PLoberts
1. Harvey Daniel Trawis whose family are all gore.

Q\Obcr'f"

2. George Franklin-@pa#iz who has three sons and ome daughter

1iving, several grandsoas im the army.
Johmn Nelsom Roberts married (2) Ida Kemp. His children are
im Oklahoma, Florida and Illinols.

The Travis' who married the three Roberts were not clesely

related.

(5) Namcy Elizabeth Roberts b. 12/17/1845; died 10,11/1857,

of flux.
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(6) Thomas Hemry Roberts, b.10/6/1848, died 1718/1928,
past the age of 90. The Thomas im his name was for hls uncle,
Thomas Lynch Roberts. He married (1) Sarah Hurst, in 188l1. All
their childrem died im infamcy. Married (2) Cora Burton, Their
ene son, Geerge Houstom Roberts, served im the Navy im World Wwar 1,
has six childrem. He and his wife work at Camp Breckenridge.
(k945- their children:

1. Msry Cerene Roberts, married her husband im service
in Italy, she workinglin Motor Freight Service in Evansville, Ind,

2. Leonard Earle Roberts, im service inm Genmany.

3. Glenm Roberts in service im Flerida.

Thomas Henry Roberts married (3) Mary Terry. Their twe
Sons died im Infancy. She lives with her broﬁhar, Johm Terry, at
Fredonia, . She {P granddaugﬁter of Nancy Jame Jones Roberts by her
rirstcgrﬁ;?ﬁ cgo'Hirém Young.

(7) George T. Roberts, borm 6/30/1851; died 12/27/1916;
married Leulse J. Baker, 6/5/188l. They had twe daughters:

1., Edna:Roberts married R. B. Morgai (deceased) 4/17/1920.
She 1s proprietor of a furmiture store im Salem, Ky. Her only
daughter, Pauline Mergan, is auperviaér of musie im the schood
at Willow Sprimgs, Missbduri.

2. Amna Roberts married F, L. Corley, 1/28/1909. Twe
ehildren: (1) Carol Corley Graves who has a daughter, Martha
Nelle and (2) George Randolph Corley.

From tax records of Crittendgn»County, it appears that im
1844 Thomas (1) Roberts listed 306 acres on Piney Creek, value
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of $200. The next year, 1845, Johm (L) Roberts as agemnt fer
Thomas Roberts listed 200 acres on Piney, valued at {600. 1In
1846, Johm L, Roberts listed 300 acres om Plney; 2 hersee, value
$60, 1 mule, value $35; total value of $695. At this time he
listed one ehildrbetweem five and sixteem years,

In 1847, 300 acres on Piney, value $600; 3 horses, value
$70. 1Im 1848, 2 horses, value $50; 7 cattle, value $80; two
childrem betweem ome and sixteem. Also as agent for Thomas
Reberts 300 acres om Piney, value $600.

In 1849, 60 aeres in Livingstom Co. om Deer Creek, value
$200; 300 aeres om Pinay im Cridtenden, value $600; 3 horses,
value $200., In 1850, 60 acres in Livimgston, Buck Creek,
value $100; 1 herse, value $120; 13 cattle, 1 stud, $4 rate per
ssason; 133 ecres on Piney Fork, value $400; 2 horses at $75;

7 cattle; 3 childrem 4 te 16, A notatiom as te value of cattle
seems to mean that a mam was allowed ecattle not taxed te the
valua of $30.

David Roberts, som of Henry and Elizabeth Roberts, was
bora 1866 in Tonm,, married Decembef 30, 1830, Melissa Anne
Jomes, sister of Johm Jones, who married Lucinda Roberts.

By Coumty Court order he obtained 150 acres of land om Trade-
water River, November 23, 1841. Im 1844 his father, EHenry
Rabertﬁ, Sr., sold te him 350 acres of land "for near relation
and natural affection" and $5,00.

David died, and his widow relinguished her right to admin-
ister and Johm Jones was appolnted, with Thomas L. Roberts as ‘
security. Aprralsers: Joserh Nichols, Timothy Creekxmur, Jam3s
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H., Roberts, Jr., and William Framklin, 1?é1/1851 ,D.B. pp.

68-112 .
David died comparatively young at the age of 48 or 49. Eis

| estate was being settled in 1856, and the ehildren mentioned were:

1. Cynthia A, Roberts, bora 1836, who married William
Creekmur, on November 16, 1857, he being at that time 22 years
old (1835).

2, John W. Roberts, who died single in Illinoeis where he
lived, .

3. Naney J. Roberts ("Nan"), who marrled Johm Quincey
Adams Barnes, January 20: 1858, retura of license made by
Thomas E. Young. This eouple had 12 chlldren.

4, Elizabéth K. Roberts, "Bettie", who married (1) Noah
Stremg and §2) Marshall Seeley. The tatter husband wes a
Federal seldier, 48th Ky. Imfantry, Co. C., mustered im October
26, 1863.

5. Melissa A, Roberts, "Lissie", who married F. Mac Morse.

6. David Pranklim Roberts, bera 1849, married Vietoria
Woodruff, im September 1873 and died October 25, 1892, age 43.

Cyathia A. Roberts, imfamt of David Roberts, chese Themas
Jemes as guardian, and Johm Jones and ﬁillisﬁ A. Merehead be-
came sureties., William H, Merehead became guardian eof Eliza~
beth K., Nancy Jane, Melissa Ann and David PFranklin Roberts,
with Johm and Thomas Jones as suretles, (order B. H. p.233,
Caldwell Co.)

David Reberts! heirs lost a sult to Willlam Moreland.
(Book S. 296% 1In subaequenf deeds they sold lands as follows:
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David Rober%s heirs sold land to Elizabeth Strong 7,199

heirs of David Reberts U, S2
U, 10

Johm W. Roberts so0ld land to Johm Barnes U: 48

land te David Roberts, deceased to Nancy J. Barnes U, 104

Land to David Roberts, deceased to Mellssa Reberts 1861 W, 203

Melissa Roberts sold land te W. H. Johes(spelled W, 484
Melissia A,)
Heirs off David Roberts, deceased te David Roberts X, 447
David F. Roberts to William H. Jones X, 448
David F. Roberts te Z. I. Moore U,295

In Caldwell County:
Did not find am 1850 Tax Book of the Coumty, but the 1848 Tax Beok
shows David Roberts with 350 acres on Tradewater, 4 horses, and 2
childrem between 5 and 16, The 1850 census shows him as follows:

David Roberts, 37, farmer, born Kentucky 181Z.

Malissa A,, 36, bora Virgimia, 1812

Cyr thia A,,12, born Keatucky, 1837

Jehm W., 12 borm Kemtucky 1838

Naney Jame, 9, bern Kentucky, 1841

Elizabeth, 7, bern Kentucky, 1843

Malissa A., 5, born Kemntucky, 1845

David, 2, term Kemtucky, 1848

(3) Namey Jane Roberts, daughter of David Roberts and
Melissa Amn Jones Roberts, married 1/20/1858, Johm Quimcey Adams
Barnes, comsent of her guardiam, William H, Merehead. This ceuple
had 12 childrea:

1, Willie Barmes (de'cd) married Jaek Mobre, had twe childrenm;
Alvim Barnes died in imfaney; Calvin Barmes lived to manhood and
iad a family. Willie Barmes married (2) Martha Cook, whe 1is
living near the old home place (1946); they had sevem children.
Leonard Barnes, son of Willie owned the original Henry Roberts

heme and eemetery., His widow owns 1t now and lives near with
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her mother, Mrs. Sigler.

2, Mellssa Barnes married Ledid Oldham, both deceased,
three children.

4., Julia Barmes married Lije Traylor (separated) they had
nine ehildrem wh live widely scattered.

4., Sarah Barmes (Sach) married W, S, Crowell, and she
lives in Hopkins Coumty; had six children, s ome deceased.

5, Cynthia Barnes married Ed Nayes, ooth deceased, 4 or
§ ehildren. ‘

6. James Barmes married Banner Morse, no childrem; she
descased,

7. Flave Barnes marrled Molie Sigler; 2 children; Vera
Edwards and Walter Barnaes,

8. Ashley Barmes married Nettie Seymore; twe childrem;
Harmen Bafnea and Ireme Davis,

9, Edward L, Barnes married (1) Katie Brandon who dled;
their child alse dled, He marriled (2) Flera Blackbura; 2
ehildren; Mrs, Cecll Sigler and Armold Barmes, The latter was
on Iwe Jima, now home from service. Ed Barmes llves at Reberis-
towm where he has a atore called "Barnes Store" on Wilson
Warehouse Roed in Caldwell., The post office was called New
Quinn, 0ld Quinn was oa @dame route, all now included im Routel
Daltom, Xentueky.

"Edd marmes reared a mephew who was in service in Germany.
Edd is a wenderful men, has always been burdened with the mis-
fertunes of his peoples, He took care of his aged rather, after
his mother died, also a blind sister who still lives with him,
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kept a widewed sister and her baby several years. An older
brother who i1s a widower stays there a lot. Always a crowd

of relatives visiting, he 1s always sheerful, and glad to have
them. He has a wonderful little wife, teo." From this we see

a survival of the old time hospitality which ence ruled im every
househeld, now mestly a2 thing of the past.

10. Laura Barnes married Bradie Egbert, he died leaving
three of fouy ehildren; she remarried and lives in Hopkins.

11, Lee Barnes, female, almost blind, unmarried.

12, Lulas Barnes married Herbert Hanly who 1s deceased, thelr
ene daughter i1s married and llves in Detreit.

Mess of the descendants of Henry Roberts had blue eyes and
dark er black hair, Nam Merse and Melissa Barnes were blonds.

(5) Melissa Amn Rabefts, daughter of David and Melissa
Ann Jones Reberts, married P. Mac Merse; their ehildren;

i. Sydney Bonth Merse (Boothie), deceased, married Neola
Niehels, one child, Otis, 2 widow, with twe girls, lives im
Eddyville.

2, Carrie Merse married Al Berwy (separated), 4 ehildren
living, 1 dead. Twe of these are Hugh and Anna Bob.

3, Chester Morse married (l)gAnnla Willi;ms (deceased),
one som, Almo Morse, lives in Madisonville and he married Mery
Jenes, ene som. Chester lerse married (2) Evalee Beard,

4, Rev. Taseoe A, ¥orse, dled 1845, married Grace Bolitnett,
served as pastor of Big Spring C.P. Church 1924-1¢26; no ehildren,

5. TLemuel L. Mcrse, married Emme Franks, no ehildren; he
is CHef of Poliee, Princeton, Ky.
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(g) David Franklin Roberts, son of David and Melissa Ann
Jomes Reberts, b, 1849, marrt ed Victoria Woodruff, September
1873, died 10/15/1892. Their ehildren:

1. Callie Hellis Roberts, b. 9/1/1874, dled single.

2, Wilse Edwin Roberts, b. 1/15/1876, married 0'Della
Wwilliamson, December 20, 1905; she b. 8/27/ , granddaughter
of late W. W. Blackburn of Caldwell County, who was b. N.C; of
an old ahd nonorable family. Their echildren:

(1) Donsld Elmo Clintom Roberts, b. 7/18/1910, married
pearl Barnes 5/1932,she b. 8/17/1911, youangest daughter of
Williem Henry Barnes and Victoria Valimer Barnes, he was nephew
ef J.Q.A. Barnes. Their children:

1. Donald Glenn Roberts, b. August 24, 1937.

2., Nabel Marignld B. Roberts, b. 4/26/1944.

(2) Marigold Roberts, b. 7/16/1913, dled 2/8/1920. "Not
a sweeter better child ever lived im the world, her frlends were
everyone whe ever met her, from infants to the aged and feeble.
She ﬁgi:d a1l, allloved her, a Bithful, consistent Christian
sinee mine years of age, member of Quinn Beptist Church te whieh
all this family belongs."”

z. Edella M. Roberts, b. 1/27/1878, married Dr. Redmend
G. Davis, she dled November 1954, he Desember 1936, Thelr
ehildren: -

(1) Cleo W, Davis, D. 1904, married Prof. J. P. Truitt,
of ths University ef Kentucky, live in Lexington, 2 children.

(2) Coy Davis, b. December 1906.
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(3) Robinette Davis, B. Mareh 1909,
(4) Boward Devis, b, January 1911, lives ir Evansville,

Indlene, 1 (f\.

Dr. Redﬁond(é?)navis was a physiclan and teacher, superin-
tendent of Caldwell County schools, 1801-1905,

4. John Richard Roberts, b. 3/14/1881, lives Eddyville, Kyey
married Laura Merse, no children.

S« Jesephine Roberts, b, 1883, a 2édvable character, married
Jeseph Davis, brether of Rev. Davis, January 1904; both died June
1904, teachers stricken with pheumonia,

6. Alpha O. Roberts, b. 5/28/1895, married J. E. Sisk,
November 11, 1605. His mother was am O'Briem of Dawsen Springs,

2 children.,

(1) Ishmael Sisk, b. November 1909, married Ruth Scett,
their daughters, Amn Sisk.

(2) Mrs. Hazel Sisk Shipley. All these live at Sturgis,
¥rs. Shipley born November 1914, son David Keigh Samuel.

7. Allie Fempton Roberts, b, 11/2/1890, married Cora Barnes,
1/13/1911. She 1s oldest sister of Pearl Barmes Roberts above,

b. 4/1/1892, He died 11/3/1934, "u goed kird considerste neighbor,
always a geod bey, brought up his children in the fmar and admon-
itden of the Lord." Their children:

(1) Roos®¥elt Haﬁpton Roberts, b. 11/22/1913; married 12/16/
1936, Willie Belle Horning, b. 7/24/1918} one son, Wemndell Hampton
Reberts, b. 7/11/1940, live R.I. Daltom,Ky.

(2) Reba Christine Roberts, b. 6/10/1916, married 1AL

1935, J. W. Horning, b. 1/24/1919, live Henning, Indiana. Their
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children; Reba Grace Horning, b. 2/6/1937, Gary Dale Horning,
be 7/24/1932.

(%) Jamei Delmo Roberts, b. 3/7/1922, married 7/3/1945,
Lora Collins, b. 12/19/1925, residing Evansville, Indiana, now
home from Service, |

8. Meude Alma Roberts, b. 10/11/1891, married 9/8/1012,
Hugh Clift, b. 1/7/1884, d. 1/7/1932. Their ehildren:

(1) Alma Justine Clift, o. 12/5/1914, married Nerwood
Cummins, one son.

(2) Richard Harvey Clift, b. 8/5/1912, now home from
serticﬁ, badly wounded in jaw and back, lives with his mother
in Evansville, Indianﬁ; )

David Franklin Roberts hadé very blue eyes, black halr,

sahdy beard and mustache. He was a lively, agreeabls man,
bue

always reaﬁy for fun, All his nephews and nleces lived to
visit%nd have a big time("Uncle David;> Like most of the
Roberts he was 2 farmer, living close to the soil, carrying

on the traditions of his ancestry im imtegrity and honesty and

taling great interest ln his cemmunity and church.




THOMAS LYNCH ROBERTS

Son of Henry Roberts and Elizabeth Lynch Roberts

Born Jan. 30, 1812 in Caldwell Co., Ky., died
April 25, 1886, at Charleston, Hopkins Cdunty, Kentucky,
in home of his daughter, Mary Ann Roberts Earle. He was
there because his wife had been called to see her
daughter, Eliza Ashmore. Sent for,.she arrived before
he passed; Coming home from his funeral, she was met in
Charleston by a friend who had ridden down to tell her
the daughter had also died.

He married Mrs. Nancy Jane Jones Young, license
issued Caldwell Co., Dec. 13, 1851, returned by James
E. Weller, solemnized Dec. 1k, 1851, She was born
June 26, 1828, married (1) Hiram Young, July 24, 184k,
who died leaving her with two littlé'girls, Cynthia
Young (md. Milton Terry, lived in Crittenden Co.) and
Eliza Jane Young (md. Shep Ashmore, lived in Hopkins
near St. Charles). She died Sept. 20, 1903, at the home
of her daughter, which had been her home after the death
of her husband 27 years.

The chikdren of Thomas Lynch and Nancy Jane Roberts
were: Sanford Henry Roberts, b. Sept. 3, 1852, d. aged
20 months (1 yr 7 mo. and 2 days) of scarlet fever,
Jﬁprll B4 1854, buried at the original burying ground at
Robertstown, Caldwell; Thomas Lynch Roberts, dJr.,

b March 17, 1855, died Sept. 16, 1857, aged 30 months,
lacking one day, of flux, buried at Young graveyard in
lHopkina Co., 2 miles from Charleston; Mary Ann Roberts,

b. Nov. 26, 1857, near Ilsley, Ky., the next year moved



with her parents to the home built by her father in
Charleston and held by her until her death, married
April 22, 1875, to Dr. Benjamin Prince Earlé, died
March 25, 1918.

The earliest recollection of Thomas Lynch Roberts
were of deer hunts, muster days of the militia of Dist. L
of which his father was Captain; soldiers coming home
from the Battle of New Orleans; all the details of pioneer
home making in house, field and garden; "sugaring off"
in the maple groves of Doraldson bottoms; and it was of
these events he told his grandchildren. Meanwhile
reading his Bible daily and resting his full faith in
such stories of "the Valley of Dry Bones" and the incident
of the sick man let down through the roof. Other books
he read too, among them "Oddities of Southern Life™ and
™ajor Jack Downing”, especially relishing the "Giasticutis”
tale.

Life began early in the backwoods of Kentucky.
In 1830, Thomas L. Roberts listed 100 acres of land in
Caldwell County. At the age of 20 he had a Kentucky
Land Warrant for 100 acres on Donaldson, 3/11/1832,
Book 2, p. 9. His last acquisition in Caldwell County
was 100 acres, 4/9/1847, on Tradewater by a County Court
order (Book 23, p. 540).

The census of 1850 lists him as "farm laborer”,
aged 38, with his father and widowed sister, Elizabeth

Weeks, 36, and her daughter, Pernecie L. 'Weeks.




In Order Book T, p. 248, 273, L4/20/18L5, he

was ordered as overseer of Road from Princeton to
Wilson's Warehcuse, to begin at Campbell's old horse mill
and proceed to county line and warn all hands to make a
road 18 feet wide. On p. 273 this road is ordered
changed to go around Crowle's Pond instead of through
it.

In 1837 he listed land on Dry Fork, Caldwell Co.
In 1839, 100 acres on Flynn's Fork.

P. 157, 0.B.H., 1852, he was dissatisfied with
"a writing purporting to be the last will and testament
of Henry Roberts", making Mrs, Elizabeth Strong the
executrix. He appeared in Court as one of the heirs and
stated that in February last in the last sickness of his
father and only a few days before his death he was
induced to make this will; that he was not then of
sound mind or mental capacity - called on John J. and
Martha Drennan as witnesses to this fact. The case was
continued because of the illness of Martha Drenran's child.
On 12/18/1852 it was dismissed by consent of the parties.
This doubtless arose, to judge from existing records,
because of the fact that after the death of her husband
and until her marriage to Klijah Strong, Elizabeth had
stayed in the home and kept house for her father. So
far as the record shows, she had no deed to lands, as did

Thomas L,, Mary Ann and David, though all paid for this
land except David,



When his brother, David Roberts, died, (Adm.
10/21/1851) he was security for John Jones, the
administrator.

In moving from Caldwell to Hopkins he sold to
James H. Roberts, for 3500, Oct. 29, 1856, land on
Donaldson, part of 40O acre survey, entered, surveyed
and patented by Arthur Williams .. mentions white oak,
Henry Roberts' corner, "branch scatters™ or "flats".

He also sold to Henry Roberts, Sr. (II) 190 acres, a
tract patentsd by himsz21f, mentions corner of H. Roberts,
and is on Donaldson. (Orlean Bishop clerk of Hopkins
and 3tsphen C. Doris, D.C.)

He and his wife also sold land on Donaldson, making
deed to William R. Goodaker, 2/3/1870, U239,

They then bought land near Ilsley, Hopkins Co.,
and their daughter, Mary Ann Roberts (Zarle) was born
there in the fall of 1857, and the little boy, Thomas
Lynch Roberts, Jr., died there and was buried at Young
graveyard,

At some time after October 26 they removed near
Ilsley to Charleston, wnere he built on land_he bought
from M, M. Lynch and Mr. Cordis, also built a store house
where he kept store until the armies broke it up. The
dead to this place was never recorded and is in my
possession. They lived there until 1886, then Grand-
mother owned and operated the farm, living with us until

her death, more than forty years. '“hen deed had to be



g R o B e

made after Mother's death in 1918, it was necessary to
make it from an acre tract Thomas L. Roberts bought
from George Potts, and attach it to the "land owned and

occupied for 61 years™ by Grandfather, Grandmother and

Mother.

Deed Oct. 25, 1856, from S. N. Woodruff, Hopkins,
to Thomas Roberts, 150 acres, $700, of which $600 was
cash, and $100 in case of Plaintiff, Judge Lindsay, who
nad a case against Woodruff. Woodruff was to obtain deed
from ¥inian Zdwards' heirs. Witness: Lysander G. Gordenm,
possession to be given March 1, 1857. Then Book U,

p. 239, he sold to William Goodaker, for 300, same land
he had from commissioner, E. P, Watkins, date June 3,

1861, sold to Goodaker, Sept. 1, 1863, signed by Thomas
and Nancy J. Roberts .. witnessed by E(lisha) Williams
B.(en) P. Dunn. O. R. Barker, clk., J. C. Barnes, D.C.

Abstract of deeds relating to these lands.

D.B.Z. - 63 -

Thomas L. Roberts sold land Nov. 2, 1872, to
Bayliss Goodaker, Ben P. Earle, D. Clerk. This was
land belonging to his step daughters, Cynthia Terry and
Eliza Ashmore, for whom he was guardian - $200., to
Rebecca Gooch, land on Cove Spring Branch, mentions
Robert Cook's 200 acre survey and William Jackson's
line, 50 acres.

Deed - Hopkins Co., Ky. 5. N. Aoodruff. $700

paid, $100 involved in suit in Hopkins Circuit Court




between S. Lindsay, plaintiff, and said Woodruff.

Sold to Thomas Roberts of County of Caldwell, Kentucky,
1503 acres, more or less. Woodruff binds himself to
obtain a deed from Ninian Edwards' heirs 10/25/1856 -

Woodruff to retain possession until 3/1/1857. Signed -

S. N. Woodfuff.

Hopkins Co., 2/16/1857 - Deed - B. L. Gatewood
deeds to Thomas Roberts, $265 to be paid on or before
2/16/1859, as per note, etc., 50 acres on waters of
Lick Creek. Mentions C. D. Franklin's spring branch
line;. road leading from Princeton to Madksonville;

Ann White's line; Ibby Bishop's line; bank of Lick
Creek., Signed B. L. Gatewood, Lucinda (x) Gatewood.
Witnesses: H. H. Harper, E. P. Wa¥kins. Acknowledged
Caldwell Co. Court and certified to Hopkins Co. Court
for record, 3/28/1857. James C. Weller, Clerk, per

W. E. Mitchurson, D.C. 5/27/1827, Orlean Bishop, Clk.,
Hépkins County, by T. W. Campbell, D.C. This piece of
land was my mother's birthplace.

Hopkins - 2/16/1857. Deed from B. L. Gatewood to
Thomas Roberts. $300 received for 60 acres on Lick
Creek. Mentions: Madisonville and Princeton Road;

Ann White's line; Ann White's corner. Signed B. L.
Gatewood, Lucinda Gatewood; witnesses: H. H. Harper,

E. P. Watkins. James Weller, Clk, Caldwell Co., P. W. E.
Mitchurson, D.C., 3/28/1857; Orlean Bishop, Clk,
Hopkins Co., per T. W. Campbell, D.C., 1/27/1857.




Hopkins - 8/13/1858. Deed - Ninian W. Edwards,
Benjamin S. Edwards, Albert G. Edwards, Margaret B.
Lane, by Livingstone Lindsay, their agent and attorney
in fact; to Thomas Roberts. $227 - land on Caney Ford
of Tradewater, part of 1,025 acre tract belonging to
estate of Ninian Edwards, deceased, ancestor of parties

of first part. About 151% acres, S.W. corner of tract

sold to James Hamby, now owned by Elisha Williams, another

piece sold to James A. Franklin or Samuel Goodacre.
8/13/1858, James C. Weller, Clerk, Caldwell, by W. E.
Mitchurson, D.C.; 4/19/1859, Orlean Bishop, Clerk,
Hopkins Co. This bought after mother's birth - 2613
acres with the other deeds of 1857, near Ilsley Town
(later).

9/2/1863 - Receipt and bond signed by Milton W.
Terry with D. F. Terry as security to Thomas Roberts,
Guardian of Cynthia A, Terry, wife of M, Terry, formerly
Younz, she not being 21 years of age.

$325 9/?/1863, Morgan Read & Co. Receipt in full
of bill 6/10/1863. .

August 16, 1867 tax assessed against T. L. Roberts,
Chatleston, Ky., for the month of July 1867 was 318.75
from the office of Internal Revenue, James A. Wallace,
Collector, of 2 District, Ky.

On Feb. 2, 1875, T. L. Roberts paid $7.50 in full

of state and countvy taxes for 187L. At that time J. A.

~



Brown was Sheriff of Hopkins and G. W. Fowler, deputy
sheriff,

On March 11, 1876, he paid $3.65 in full of his
tax on the Hopkins County Bonds for the S. L. and
S. E. R. R. for the year 1875. H. T. Winstead was
sheriff and A. F. Winstead, deputy. At the same time
he paid 316.05 revenue tax and county lavy. A total
of $9.70.

2/2/1877 he paid $10,20, revenue, county levy and
R. R. tax. (Same officers.)

At the regular Nov. Term, 1878, Hon. D. Hall
presiding, he was exonerated from paying poll tax in
future, Att. R. C. Speed, Clk.

2/22/1879, Thomas L. Roberts paid $7,95 in full
for revenue tax and county levy for year 1878. W. A,
Morton, Sheriff, by Jas. A. (?) Brown, Deputy.

1/14/1880, he paid to D. J. Howten, $7.88 on an
execution in favor of A. B. Chapel., (Ase Chapel -
probably he stood a suit for labor claimed by Chapel,
This explains Grandmother Nancy's dislike for "Ace
Chapel®).

1/13/1880 he paid $3.95 for revenue and R. R. tax
for 1879, J. N. Nisbet, Sheriff,

L/2/1883 he paid $6,91 for Revenue and R. R. tax
for listed property, 1882 - W. F. Winstead, Deputy Sheriff.

For year 1868 he paid $13.45 state and county tax.
A. J. Sisk, Sheriff, b y J. M. Castleberry, Deputy, and
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310.60, his interest on the Hopkins Co. Bonds for the
benefit of the E. H. and N. R. C. ‘

The receipt for state and county tax is embell-
ished with a buxom lass carrying a great sheaf of grain.
The path she is traveling seems a rocky one as repre-
sented and as ever since (and before) that of the tax-
payer was ditto.

The R. R. tax receipt was adorned with a locomotive,
tender, baggage car and three or more coaches steaming
merrily along, a house on a hilltop in the background and
a graceful bridge in front. In 1879 the farm boy appears
1ifting a shock of corn, and the train is coming head on
toward the onlooker and is a mixed freight and passenger,
The sum paid that year, 1869, was $6,75 and 34.75
respectively.

In 1870 his taxes were $7,43 and 36.50.

His tax receipt in Caldwell, signed by Thos. W.
Pickdring; S. C. C., for the year 1856 was ____ (unde-
cipherable dollars and 60¢).

1/15/1867, he paid $18.75 as special tax for
occupation of produce broker to be carried on at
Charleston for year ending May lst, 1868, dated at
Hopkinsville, Sam'l. Wallace, Deputy, Collector, 2nd
District. State of Kentucky.

Feb., 6, 1868, whitlock, McKenney & Co. sold for

him hogshead of tobacco which brought 3120.10 with



charges of $16.65, leaving him 3103.45 net. These
charges included inspection, storage, and cooperage,
$2.25, Com. @ 1%, $1.20, Cort. (?) tax 18¢ on 20¢,
; freight and charges paid, Str, Linton $1é.00, Drayage,
1 31.00.
u In March, 1885, he paid to E. W. Sisk, D. S.,
3 $6.L0, 3/17/1885 in full for revenue and R. R. tax for
- 1884, and 12/23/1885 86,40 for Revenue, County levy and
R. R. tax.

These tax receipt slips wdre printed by Bradley,
Gilbert & Co. of Louisville and bear on the left hand
side a list - Land, town lots, horses, etc., hogs,
sheep, cattle, stores, equalization, Pleasure carriage,
watches or clocks, Gold or silver plate, pianos, tithes,
dogs, with a space opposite each.

In 1886 tax was still #6,40 and this was paid

fi 9/22/1886, in his name, though he had passed in April -
?ﬁ another type receipt.
6/10/1887 the receipt notes 4LOO acres land and 80

personalty not subject to equalization and 35.60 was

£ paid to J. B. Laffoon, D. S.

Nancy J, Roberts

This receipts: Land, No. acres; Town lots, No., of
same, Personal property subject to equalization, Personal
J%} property not subject to equalization, Tithes, Total.

8/11/1888 to J. B. Laffoon, 35.35, 400 a. and

perscnalty subject to equalization, 3$105.

o g AR L
B b ST S




In Dist. No. 5, Hopkins, Father paid for her
$2.39 school taxes for 1899 - 7/31/1899, T. G. Chapel,
Tr. to J. B. Laffoon, 6/13/1889, $6.30.

Same 10/31/1890 - $4.90, J. B. Laffoon.

9/30/1891 - $4.90 R. C. Tapp, Sheriff, J. W.
Thompson, D.S.

Same 8/13/1892, $5.45.

Same D.S. and Sheriff - 8/8/1893 - 36,43.

Same officers - 9/24,/1894, B. P. Earle, agt. for
her $6.48.

1895 J. W. Thompson, Sheriff, B. F. Earle, agt.
$7.15, also 31,20 for school tax, 12/24/1895 to T. C.
Chapel; for year ending 6/30/1896, in Father's hand-
writing and typical of his forehandedness in sueh
matters.

6/27/1895 - 36,52, J. W. Thompson, Sheriff,

I. H. Hankins, D.S., 6th Mag, Dist,

1897, Oct. 21 - #8.26, Zarle Agt.

1898, Oct. 20 - 3?.03; Earle Agt.

J. H. Hankins, Sheriff, S, C., Jennings, D.S.

10/25/1899 - 88,83, same officers and paid it
biﬁéelf.

Next year Father was agent.

10/24/1900 - 86.96.

10/23/1901 - $7.63.

9/22/1902 - $8,50 W. E. Ashby, S.

Grandfather was a bachelor for 39 years when he

married Grandmother, a young widow of 23. Mr, Lowry of




Princeton told me that Crandfather stayed at his
father's home the night before he married and that
when shaving the next morning, he said, "Well, you've
always heard there was no fool like an old fool, and
that, I guess, applies to me".

A bachelor who was 3G was quite ancient in those
days, and tather a rarity. Mr. Lowry said Grandfather
was 45 at that time, but the dates are 1812-1851.

Her two daughters by first marriage had some
property and land and Grandfather was their guardian.
He was a man of fine standing for honor and honesty,
called "droll" as he zrew older from his way of saying
dry funny things.,.

He read a great deal and thought much. I remember
his reading the 3ible to me; and his simple faith with
no helps from commentators on the hard parts. He and
Grandmother were members of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church. He enjoyed Major Jack Dowhing and other books
of the War period. He chuckled particularly over
"Giasticutis", He knew the stars and constellations,
could tell time of night at any season, so could Grand-
mother in less degree. "Mare's tail”, "Seven Sisters”,
"Dipper" and the "Dog Star" and many others were their
time pieces.

He and Grandmother could wind thread with an opening

in the center of ball just like machines do now.

[



Once Lula and I went to spend the night, as we
often did, and as he delighted to have us do. When we
went in he was sitting by the fireplace across the room
and looked up from his reading at the two little girls
with their night gowns under their arms. "Humph," he
said, "What did you two little 'brats' come for?" We
did not reply a word to what he meant for drollery, but
turned straight around and marched home in perfect
silence. When asked Why I said not a word, but Lula
lisped, 2Grandpa called us 'brats'.” It was a great
joke on him, but he didn't relish it much.

Tha story is told of him that once when he went
to Evansville overland for goods for his store that the
dealer sold him a keg of beer, telling him that the back
country people, not being near breweries, would appreciate
the "rarity”.

On the way home it was very hotg, and one of his
wagoners, wiser in the ways of beer than he, and want-
ing a joke, suggested they draw the spigot and have a
drink. He drew it and a stream of ferment and foam
almost knocked him down and every last drop of beer
spewed into a long stream of hot foam. There was no
such thing as stopping the "bung" again. That became a
standing joke on "Uncle Tommy" as he was affectionately
called.

Mother was his darling and thé apple of his eye,
naturally. They had lost two little boys and she was

born when he was 45 years old. I well remember his



pride in her once when she dressed for church in a
nwine-colored" cashmere with velvet "panels™ on the
sides with a scalloped, pleated and draped aproa in
front trimmed with 3ilk and chenille fringe. He said,
"Nobody has a prettier nor finer dressed daughter ahd
grandchildren”. He was fond of my father, but I have
been told that at the wedding he walked the yard in
positive agony at giving her up.

Mother's wedding dress was "mode-colored” with a
sort of lighter chiffon full front in the basque. A
very lovely dress, many told me.

yhen she was dressed for her casket it was in a
pearly sort of gray with pinkish chiffon vest and when
Father saw it, he gasped, "Her dress is exactly like her
wedding dress”.

fhen Mother and Father married, April 22, 1875,
they rode horseback from Grandfather's to his home
(ébout } mile), she riding Father's spirited horse
"Eureka" which gave Grandfather a great fright. This
was told me by Ruby Laffoon as one of his childhood
recollections.

During a number of years he kept a tavern, and his
license for this also included, by law, a license to
retail liquor. This was sold at his general stoee at
the corner of the home lot above the spring. At this

time (1937) this corner is so eroded and washed away

that the real site has gone down the hill. In my



childhood the site was plainly to be seen and some
old planks and boards were still there, a part of the
original. '

Grandmother kept the boarders and transients,
cooked and managed the place, calling in "Aunt Rhoda™
or "0ld Boo"™ to help sometimes.

Arbor big meetings were held in the orchard lot
on the other side of the house from the store and here
the Cumberland Presbyterians preached and had large
conzregations, though they did not build a church.
Grandfather and Grandmother were members. Perhaps
they had been members in Caldwell as the Cumberland
Presbyterians were strong there, Princeton being a
center.

One thing I remember Grandmother Nancy telling was
how beautiful "Peg" Lamb was when Dr. Bill Johnson used
to bring her to these meetings on horsebaek. One custume
that took my fancy was a thin black lawn with pink sprigs
on it, made with full skirt and short gleeves and a wide
thin black hat with pink roses. (Mrs. Jane Johnson,
mother of Mrs., Vera O'Brien, Dawson Springs.)

One incident during the war was that a man shot
entirely through the body was broguht in and a white silk
handkerchief used to cleanse the wound was drawn entirely
through the bodv. Whether he lived or died I do not
rememher - my memory stopping with the passage of the

big white silk handkerchief. This may have been an
election tragedy, though occurring during the war. Js
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Seldom an election day passed at 0ld Charleston in those
days without a shooting.

Among those boarding with Grandmother were Father,
before he moved his father in; Mr. Cordis, partner of
Lynch; and Arthur and Myrtle Schwab, young Jewish Dutch
boys. Arthur made a great impression on that community,
being well educated and good looking. Myrtle S., after
living away for many years, came back to Dawson Springs
and reared a family. Another visitor of that time was
Nahlon Wadlington, a kinsman of the Fox and Mullins
family. He sometimes came tO our house in my childhood
and reminisced.

Liquor was sold to travelers by the drink and to
residents by the jug or quart. That saloon, as we knew

it later, was a different development. Grandfather and

Grandmother had a wholesome hatred of the saloons that in

the 80's were so flourishing in Charleston - the shift-
ing of trade may have had something to do with this. I
wouldn't know except through modern psychology.

His tavern license 9/1/1862-1863 was for 8th class
tavern, and he paid $5.00 for it, conformably to an act
entitled "an act to provide internal revenue to support
the government and to pay interest on the public debt”,
approved 7/1/1862. Given at Russellville, Ky., 3/2/1863
and signed by Geo. D. Blakey, Coll. of lst Collection

Dist. Ky.



Of course, Grandmother was mistress of every
pioneer skill in preparing wool, cotton and flax for
household use - cards - reels - spinning wheel and loom.
She rode miles to "put in cloth for people to loom."

They could both wind a ball of thread to be unwound from
the inside as machines did later. This is done by holding
the thumb in the center while thread is wound perfectly

as any machine. She cut elaborate ""love baskets” of

white or colored paper with cut work designs. These were
hung from the ceiling and besides decorations served a
practical purpose as flies alighted on them instead of the
ceiling.

At the old home place at Charleston the weathered
ceiling was decorated by the use of a red hot poker held
close enough to darken but not scorch the wood.

Taxes were as important in other days as now., One
can see the careful, thrifty ones who, when money was
scarce, kept hidden the inevitable tax money. How well I
remember seeing both Grandfather and Grandmother look and
find the wallet and carefully count out the amounts. At
that time Father attended to all their matters and they
trusted him fully, but each kept every receipt and these
are before me now. I can see Grandfather reaching into
his jeans trouser pockets and carefully opening the
yellow pocketbook lined with red morocco. After I was ten
I can see Grandmother extracting the same one from the
highboy or bureau drawer and going through the same perfor=-

mance. She made a long pocket with a series of flaps of
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brown cambric and in this kept all papers and tax
receipts, etc.

e fuss about taxes and money matters now, but they
regarded it with even more seriousness. Once Grandfather
was robber of a Ten Dollar bill kept for taxes in the
top bureau drawer. It was taken from there by a farm hand
(Ben Graham) who helonged to a respectable family. He
took it one morning early in an interim between feeding
time and breakfast. It represented a month's wages at
that time - it also represented the hcarded tax money.
They sent for Father and there was a great stir about
how to handle the matter, to get the money back and not
injure this good family. Grandmother was for haling him
into Magistrats's Court, Grandfather for going to the
field alone and ™making him give it up." (He had been
where he could see the boy at work and had seen him take
it out of nis pocket and look at it furtively - poor boy!)

Tather sat as judge, and while I do not remember all
that went on, I fancy that he handled it thzough the boy's
father who was a zood man and a nard worker.

I do remember that I wanted terribly to be a "witness”.
When the theft presumably occurred Grandmother was getting
breakfast and I was still in bed in her room in the three-
quarter spool bed where I always slept when there, I
piped up that I remembered someone tiptoeing across the
room. Or at least, I arzued, I had dreamed it. Being at
that time one of the junior ordef of the seven sleepers
and well under ten years old, this was not considered

17
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likely, and Father looked acroas at me and said, "No,
you didn't. Now, let's hear the last of that. Don't
you ever mention any of this again.” I really can't
imagine how they ever 1etlme stay in the room while the
discussion was going on. It is further proof of the
immense excitement that prevailed.

,/30/1864, bought of R. S. Ruston, No. 4 Water St. -

1 box chesse @_17 (48 1bs.) 3 8,16

1 keg brandy 10 @ $1.50 15.50

1 box herring .80
Drayage w25
Pd. $25.71

At the same time he secured license as retail
liquor dealer and paid $20.00 to same collector.

At the same time he paid Ten Dollars as Retail
Nealer in Groceries.

In 1864-65 he paid license as retail liquor and
tavern keeper of $20.00, Retail Liquor, $20, and retail
dealer (General Store) $10.00. 12/8/1364 at Paducah, Ky.,
George O. Yeiser, Coll., 1lst Dist. Ky.

Also 35.00 on Ilotel, 8th Class.

In 1863, his license as Sth class Hotel was $3.33,
Exp. 6/1/1864 - George D. Blakey 313,00 as Retail Liquor
NDealer and %6.68 as Retail dealer.

12/31/1862, Johnson and Roberts sold through watts,
Crane % Co., Broad 3treet, New York, 2 hhgs. tobacco,

some at 16, some at 17¢, totalling 3510.75.



Charges were Interest on-Disbursements:
Freights: Inland Insurance $200:.per hhd @ 12, $4.90;
Fire Insurance @ 150 @ 12, $5,10; Drayage, 75¢ per hhd,
81,50; storage, 33.60; Inspection and Cooperage (2),
32,50; Brokerage (2), $1.00; Commission @ 234 $12.75,
amounting to $30.45 and leaving a net balance of $580.

This did very well for tobacco dealers was ever a
gamble, some years brokers losing all-they put in if sales
were slow and storage charges mounted.

Also Dec. 31, 1862, Watts-Crane & Co., N. Y. sold for
Johnson & Roberts 1 hhd. tobacco for $275.00 with charges
of 84,5.58, nesting $229.62. -On the same date they sold
another hogshead for $365.75 which netted 3346.15, placed
to their credit. Also another which netted $243.75 and
one which netted $275.35.

9/13/1866 - Speed, Summers % Co. (Evansville, Ind.)
accounted to T. L. Roberts, Esq., for 3 hhd. sold to F.
Fischer - E. & 0. E. and dated at N. ©, signed per I.
Murray, which netted him $76.10 after charges of $56.82
had been paid. This included ¢$igx River Insurance on all
» 42,0, +% $7.20. Freight 420, and charges on Bill of
Lading, $10.

3/5/1861 - he bought 184 bars of iron @ L¢ ($7.36)
and 1 slab of steel (81 @ 8) $6.48 of R. L. Cobb & Sons,
Tddyville. Receipt signed by R. L. Cobb % Sons, 5/27/1862,
for 1 hhd. tobacco, 2,010 lbs, gross for account of Johnson

% Roberts, Charleston, Ky.
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Received of J. P. Yeaman one Note on A. C; Brown
for 320 Acct. November the 1l5th, 1851, for which I'11l
collect or account per according to law, April the 17,
1852, Signed J. H. Roberts.

1865 he bought of Head & Menifee, wholesale dealers
in groceries, cotton, yarns, nails, etc., etc., No. 13,
Main St., opposite Branch Bank. From Jan. 7 to Apr. 14 -
mdse. - $799.72 Pd. cash Jan, 7, 240, Pd. cash Apr. l4, 155.

1865, Madisonville, Ky., T. L. Roberts, to J. W.
Pritchell, Dr. March to Medical Att. to self $25.00. June
Cr. By Cash $10, “

2/8/1868 Trice's Landing Whitlock, McKinney % Co.
sent him 3103.45 as proceeds from a hhg. of tobacco, saying
it opened up entirely too dry.

1862 - dept. Oct. Nov. Dec. $1,128,31 which was paid
in draft on Watts, Crane & Co. to Archer Mackey & Co.

W. B. Floyd - Receipt for Medical attention

July 2 - visit & medicine at Grigsby 33.00

July 3 - visit and directions 2.00
' Pd. $5.00

Probably at Evansville

Headquarters U. S. Forces at
Madisonville, Ky. Feby. 9, 1863

Col. John 4. Foster,
Comdg. Qhio & Gresn River Forces
Henderson, Ky.
SAr

Allow me to introduce to you Mr. Thomas L. Roberts

11_\




of Charleston, a strong Union man who. wishes to purchase
Dry Goods and Groceries at Evansville,.Ind.

If you can 2id him in any way you would greatly

oblige me.
Very respectfully,
John Mehringer
Lt. Col. Comdg.
In pencil

Approved John W, Foster
' Col. Cmd.

Bill of coods - amounting to 3280.21 - re'd payment
' S. E. Gilbert & Co.

Guard will pass this bill amounting to
4280 & 21 cts - Geo., M, Priest
Pro. Marshal
Date app. é
(Mot copied in detail - interesting) | .
Acct. with R. L. Cobb & Sons, Eddyville - 35,470.60
Credits of same from tobacco 5,470.60
9/27/1867
Some of the difficulties of doing business then may
be imagined by knowing the roads, passable to horseback
and to wagons, vary poorly graded, none pikasd, slowness of
travel and a trip to Russellville or Paducah to obtain
licznse, to Eddyville to deliver tobacco - to Evansville to
buy goods which were shipped wither by way of Henderson and
Madisonville overland, or down the Ohio and up the Cumberland

to Eddyville and overland to Charleston. Tobacco by slow

boat to N. O. or by train to New York. Journeys that now




seem easy - then how long and difficult - but the same
thrills of travel and change and commerce, with talk of
politics along the way and problems of getting through the
lines of the Sixties. o
6/18/1864 - Hopkins Co. Deed from R. B. Speed to
A. M. L. Cotton, wife of T. L. Cotton 3900 pd. by sd. Wm.
Cotton on Pogue's or Greasy Creek near to and west of
town of Madisonville. Mentions: Henry Morton's (now
s. w. corner; corner of lot formerly owned by Austin
Brewer; the way dedicated by A. L. Gordon, O. Bishop and
John T. Greenfield for a 30 ft. rd; said Morton's line.
Said that his wife Laura Speed relinquished her dower -

signed only by Robt. B. Speed.



Line of Henry Roberts {3) - Crowder

Hary Ann Roberts, daughtér'ofiHeﬁry ;ﬁd Elizabéﬁh Lynch
Roberts, born 1817, died June 1?;‘1857,Iwas married to
William Daniel Crowder (1810-18651 Ey John'H;rfiﬁ,
according to the rites of the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, October 25-27, 1836. D e

Their Children Were: '

1. Morris A. Crowder, born 1837, died 1902; married
(1) Luey Jane Traylor, May 52, 1862; sﬁrety, return by
Joseph Beard. k | l |

She was an invalid and they had no children. After
her death he remained a widower for 14 féars - then ) -
married (2) Mrs. Nancy-Margarét Wilhurn; Th;y had two
daughtefs; Dolly Crowder who married Samuel O. Catlett{
and Miss Minerva (ﬁihnie) Crowdér; now a valued employee
of the Postoffice at Princeton, Ky.

Morris A. Crowder's name appears man? times in the
books of Caldwell as Commiséioner, Witness, Bondsman, and
buying and selling land. In 1877 hé was Commissioner-
concerning the dower of Regina Roberts, and in this is
mentioned: Arthur Williams land; Towery's line; dower
line; slough; H. Williamson line; A, W. Smith's corner;
Richard Fryar's corner; all on Donalson's Fork of
Tradewater.

Morris Crowder was a surveyor by profession, also

a farmer. He had little formal schooling but educated



himself. He learned latin and other languages and
collected a valuable library of good editions of
leather bound volumes in which he immersed himself.
Being hard of hearing in his later years, he thus
compénsated this lack bj 1iterafj and mathematical
attainment. - ”

In his speech he was emineﬁtly correct, never
falling into grémmafical er}o#;.thﬁugh using sohe of the
pioheefnoronunciations. . |

In his chosen field of surveying he was accurate
to the 1000th of an inch and his skill bacame nationally
known through his association with Louisville and New
York engineers who worked with him on the papers connected
with the "Gfand Rifers" ﬁfojact, a promotion scheme of
eastern méﬁ for.the deveiopment'of iron and coal between
the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers.

Problems were sent to him from distant places in
the natioﬁ, and an edition of one of Milne's school
arithmetics carried the notice, "approved by M. A.
Crowder", As long as Héxlivéd in the country district
he and Jas. H. Roberts and Mr, Hubbard supplemented the
salaries of the school teachers.

- By nature he was.deeply religious and through his
study of.the Bible and the classics he was an authority
along spiritual lines. He often conducted funeral
services in the absence of ministers. His honesty and
integrity were proverbial. It is safe to say that no

man in Caldwell County was held in higher esteem for



mental and moral tralts and good Judgment.

He lived in the North part of the county at
Robertstown on land bc?ght from Jas. H. Roberts,
part of the original ground settled by his grandfather,
Henry Roberts. A short time before his death he
removed to Princeton in order to-educate his daughters.

His daughter, Dollie Crowder, married Samuel O.
Catlett, is(izisi widow, living in Princeton, Her
children are:

(1) Robert Morris Catlett, born January 20, 1911, was
mail expert when discharged from army service in January,
1945; married LaVerne Murphy, May 1, 1932. Has four
sons; Robert Wayne; Jimmy; Gary Marris; and Jonathan.
(2) Charles Wilburn Catlett, born November 28, 1914,
married Lillian Harvey, October 14, 1940; one daughter,
Judith Marie, age 5 (1946).

(3) Nancy Elizabeth Catlett, born December 11, 1921,
married Wm. Howard Solley, March 18, 19L4.

(4) Reginald Orr Catlett, born December 16, 1923,
unmarried, served four years and one week in U. 3. Navy,
on two ships, Neville and Vicksburg, coxswain; was in
almost continuous combat.

From Caldwell Court record: Page 468, M. A.
Crowder's administration, July 21, 1902 and November 11,
1902, bond $300., Mary J. widow, mentions daughters
Dollie and Minnie; land on Donaldson bounded by lands

of Richard Fryer, E. S. Traylor, R. A. Hubbard heirs,
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C. N. Hubbard lét Zﬁd part of Regina Robert's

dower, Jas. H. Roberts line, Fryer's line. -

(Children of Wm. D and Mary A. Crowder continued - )
(2) Willis T. Crowdar married Amanda M. C. Traylor,
March ll 1865, W H Jones, surety, Caldwell County.

He was a member of the hBth Kentucky Infantry, Co. C,
joining October 28, 1863. .

(3) Ewing Philander Crowder (Pitts) married Nancy E.
Blackburn October 19, 1865. He was a member of the -
same company as his brother, Willis. :

(4) Reba A. Crowder, born 1844, died March 30, 1855.
(Ky. Vital Statistics)

(5) Samuel H. Crowder, marfied-Charlotte McDowell.

(6) Maria Elronder Crowder married Capt. Small of the
Federal army and removed to Illinois where she lived
thereafter, dying there. Captain Small was stationed

in Princeton wherae.the Farmers Bank now stands. He

was a small man. Iﬁ"later life he told most interesting
stories of his experiences. He and his men were hungry
and were fed by the ladies, young and old, who favored
the federal slde, and thus he met his future wife. She
wag a pretty woman, =mall but with a wonderful and
dominating personality. She completely dominated her
sister while she lived.

(7) Mary Jane Croﬁdéf, younger than Mafia, a lovely person,
She went to live with Mrs. Small and after her sister's
death asserted herself by marrying late in life a gentleman

who lived in Illinois.
(8) John N. Crowder, born March, 1855, died June 30, 1855.



(Ky. Vital Statistics).

From records, Book ;;__; Page'ﬁlo;“Will of W. D.
crowder August 17, 1861 - March 17, 1862. Divided his
land between: Morris-k.; Willis T.; Ewing Philander;
Samuel H.; while Maria E. and Mary J. were to have $300.

Family to keep together as long as possible.

CROWDER EAMILY

Samuel D. Crowder, born in Virginia in 1770, son of
Frederick and Mary Crowder, died in Caldwell County,
Kentucky, 1852; marr{ed‘ff\.......:}:. (ﬁglgf)
Statistics, Ky.)

Children of Samuel D. Crowder:

(1) Wm. Daniel Crowder, 1810-1862

(2) Martha Jane Crowder married George T. Smith December
26, 1835. Said to have been a most beautiful woman.

(3) Regina A. Crowder, born 1817, married as second wife,
James Harvey Roberts, Sr., after 1835, She survived him.
(L} Mafy Ann Crowder was married to George Towery August
10, 1837, by John Travis, Minister of the Gospel.

From Hopkins County, Ky., vital Statistics: J. J. Crowder
of Hopkins, born October 16, 1850 in Dinwiddie County,
Virginia, son of John N. and Minerva I. (Hudson) Crowder,

(5) o W - Crvwdan born | $2
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Children of
ROBERTS: HENRY AND ELIZABETH

Elizabeth Roberts, daughter of Henry Roberts and Eliza-
beth Lynch Roberts, was born in Caldwell County, Ky., in
1814. She married February 1, 1836, (1) Zachariah Weeks,

Lo
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By this marriégehéhe‘had one déﬁghigr, Pernecie Weeks,
who at the age of 20;'mafriéd 6; October 30, 1856,
William Strong, aged 20, who was born in Cannon County,
Tennessee. (Census records and Caldwell marriages)
Elizabeth Weeks and Pernecie Weeks were -living with
Henry Roberts, Elizabeth's father, im 1850. Some time
between 1851 and 1853 she married (2) Elijah Strong,
blacksmith, who had by a former marriage the following
children: _ | o | )
Noah-Strong,-born abouﬁ_lShO
Betty Strpng; born 1845 '
~ Maria Strong, born 18#9
(Census records)

Elizabeth Strong and Elijah Strong lived on Tradewater
River near Wilson's Warehouse Bridge. They had the
_following children: :
(1) Henry J. Strong, born August 7, 1854, married Miss
Andres and had

Charles Strong, Salem, Ky.

Effie Strong, married Dr. Stewart, and lived in

Kansas
Mary Strong, married Mr. Nelsom, lives in Wiami
Florida, and has three sons in service in’
. World War II (1946)

(2) Ritta Jane Strong, born April 2, 1855, married a
McDowell, lived on Treadwater River near the Wilson's
Warehouse Bridge.
(?) Mildred Strong who married Mr, Prowell.

(Information from Mrs. Edna Morgan, Salem, Ky.)
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‘ ' MISCELLANEOUS ROBERTS.  RECORDS ® - LY W g

Cravem Co., N« g:?

Marriage Bomds as fellows: . '-°7

A-29% Helston Roberts to Polly Kilpatriclk dated 3-25-1806
A-455 ° Jehm M. Roberts te Mary Eltzabetl Jones 1-13-1919

A -94: Patience Roberts to William Trehill 1-7-179F <. : .2

A 13 - Eltzabeth Roberts, widow of James, te Jehn Polly 1-25-1785

Eﬂrriages;. Old Ffe; State, ba 426 ?.57"

11/16/1789 - John Reberts and Rebecca Sammons (James Sammons bond)
1/16/1812 - Peter P, Roberts md Mary Wyatt Ovaratreet Wyatt surety
12/12/1766 - Thomas Roberts md Susanna Dozler, Leon&rd Dozler

1/21/1788 - John Reberts md. Susanna Pettus = Willlam Hatchett, p. 293

; 1/1/1796 - Philip Roberts md, Elixabeth rvis - Nevil Gee,

i From Nerth and South Carolina marriages:

Oeteber 1785, &t Charlesten, Thomas Roberts and Mary Haney md. and
. May 4, 1785, im Chewan County, Thomas Roberts md. Christian Lessiter.

In Chowan County, also - 2/21/1767 - Willlam Roberts md. Mrs,

& Elizabeth Bonner.

l Amherst Co., Virginia - Henry Roberts, bachelor - Fany Harris,
:épinster, Degember 16, 1794 - Matthew Herrls, Jr., wha gives consent as

. to Fanny Harris. Worell - S. W. Va.

';Clldwell, Kentueky, marriages
' Willlam Fimeh te Polly Roberts, Nov. 17, 1809,
;?J.hl Gray te Betsey Reberts, Jan. 4, 1810, by Willaia Gillikinm, J, P,

 Rowland Jennings md. Rhoda Roberts, May 17, 1817, by H. Darnall.

g~
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'William Reberts md. Melinda Campbell, 9/27/1829, ret. 10/12/1829 ~ Samuel

Julian with separate paper for Crt. I. s. Dallam, Cs D.

1938 Recerd eof Eevolutionary sol@ier LS

Thomas Reberts - 1832 - age 95 - Virginia _line, . ;

Janesboro! Tenn. - Agr;l_glg;l?gq - ?@oygg’pugcan ?d.luary Lynch.

B, Test - Thomas G?dbey,AC. gflf Solqmn%ﬁqdubxwmhomaa Dunrkin (he must
have witness instead of Minnikin - John Roberts a witness (?) .

Willlam Reberts - Eve Ruble -~ Feb. 14, 1811 - State of Temnessee.

" g T
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William”Robérpg - Jacob Gyer,
These coples of WPA jitq w;tgessqqsig_wpogg spaces,

Jonesboro, Tenn . K April 21, 1790 - Thomas Dunkin to Mary Lyneh abeut
1808 - Hamea Hoberts, a. witnesa

Harried - William Roberta o Eve Ruble, Feb. 4, 1811 - State of Tenmesses,
William Roberts, Jaceb Gyer,

Other Roberts:

~Jehm Reberts - 1742 - 1846, b. St. James Island, d. Rovertsville, s, C,

?mﬂ. Elizabeth Dixon.

;LivingstoneCo., Ky., marriagea-_

fJames Reberts, f. John Mahala Jones F. Peter Jones, b. Silas Roberts

:8/3/183?.

Johnm Roberta Adams, Lucinda, Ntl. Adams, bendsman 7/4/1835,
'E(S)Liaa Roberts - Carey Medlock Hohm Roberts, bendsman 8/7/1820,
_;H;tthiaa Roberts, Willey Blackwell, B, Thomas. Cempion 6/20/1817.

 Roberts: Smithland, Livingstone Co., Ky. copled Aug. 1940

b 12/20/1932 - Henry Roberts md. Martha C. Bughes, D. C. Brown, J. P.

;12/2/1834 - Cernelius Roberts md, Mary Adams,




e
o #7/4/1835 - John Roberts, Jr., te- Luoinda Adams, license returmed 8/16/1835
by James McCawley, J. Po | L

8/3/1837 - James Roberts md. Mahala Jomes.

b _xgtth;as Roberts md. Willy_ﬂlagkbg;n{ Bond Thomas Chnmpio;_6/20[}§l?.
"’ | obedlah Reberts md. Loulsa Eison, Bond Jaceb Elson, 11/19/1827.

o iWilliam:Ro?etﬁs md. Serah Susan, Bond.Arch McAlister - 11/4/1832.

EHenrr Roberts md. Martha Caroline Hughes, William Hughes, father, Bond

| Ben jamim Bughes - 11/4/1832,

L

;In caldwell Ce. Tax lists these Roberts names: Hezeklah, Isasc, John

{Joseph, (carner, Evam en Eddy Crk.) David.

;pt 169 - V. 1 - Chalkley S.I. Set - Augusta Co.

.Lugy 21, 1778, p. 226, David Roberts death abates suit.

ép. 138, Aug. 22, 1767, David Roberts te be bound out.

t p, 93 - Ellamer Robgrts, servant of William Holdman

ip. §9 Jeseph Roberts proved his importation immediately frem Great
i;ritgin into this coleny 5 S50 acres (grant) Nov. 29, 1751.

399 206 Dickinson vs,., Lewis, George Lewils, 13, of Township Cennery and
QiCOunty of Lancaster, Pa., Yeoman bond to Nicholas Roberts of Towashlp
;;df:CeVontry,'and Co.,Chester, Pa. 1742. .
;:fh'LilIngatone Co., 1801 - Jesse Roberts - 200 a; 1806 - Evans Roberts
g on McNabb's Creek and 1 black, later in Caldwell., Obadiah Roberts.
1812 in Caldwell. |

i.Jane Re = 2h.

; Garner R. = 4 h.

“ Evan Roberts in Livingstone 1 bl. 5 h, early - 2 David R. in
ﬁfleoa 1ists 6 herses., A Jane R. lists 2 horses 1810 - Livingstone.

E Roberts 1810 4 herses.
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e - Misdellaneoud'RdbertérHoooffsﬂ s

= 'Parentheaes indieate thess I can place. Others may be interested la

those net placed. ;s A
. (Dnvid Rowerts (son of Henry (“) in 1841, 100 aeres on Tradewaterl)
“ }first D. B. R. 1, Caldwell Co.  Augustin Roberts, Atty. in faet fer W=,

-~ E Reberts of Shelby Co., Ky., land on Eddy Creek sold te Roberts Parker,

F 1x 1809.
4 ffGanealogy and Histery Magazine; D. C. 12/15/1941 - 4473, nets Brewer,

 Jost, Caldwell, Roberts, Hough, X. C., Ey.
' ' Willlam Brewer frem Chatham Co., N. C. to Christian Co., Ky.
William Jr.

ao

 Co 1808 with w, Milly west and aereral young children; son,

b, 1803,

b. A letter writtem before 1834 to Mary Caldwell, of sbriewhere

{ near Prln-oten, Ky., mentions Delilah and eeusin Henry Roberts er Elk-

i ton, Todd Co., Ky. Delilah is known te be a Hough, wife ef William

i?Bf;ier te whom the letter was addressed., W he were Mary and Henry and
;fwho was the cémﬁon ancestor of the three ceusins? XHAS (N.Y.)

tZGehealag! and histery Magazine, D. C. 12/15/1942 - 6740 - Roberts,

;:Russell Kirk, Kirtley, Peytem, McKenzle, Field, Dunean, Rawley, Stewart,

5 Bransem, Gesrard, Lemmomr, Bean, Hay; Va., Ky., Miss. .

Want paremts of w,., of Johm Roberts who made will 1724 in Spets,

o
i8]

inCO., Virgiania and men. children; John (2) md. Elilzabeth Russell; George

I md, Elisabeth (Kirk/); Beajamim (we?); Margaret md., Frands girtley;
?E‘né Mary md, Willlam Peyton.
Whet kin to this family was Malcolm McKenzle who in 1741 left
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(p.172, w.b.1!IOrange Co., Va.) ali ?%obé;;i;éd ﬁliliam & Johm (3)
T Roberts, seams eof John (2) whqm.hgﬁcalleﬁﬁJppn,;$r. John (3) d. by 1752
! (ever md?) and byo?hsr Wil};am igheritgglpig aha;e of this property leo-
-3 cated in what 1s new Culpepper Co.,.Va,, later; Will;&ml(}TSE} sold this
1) land te his father whe la ter gavg;it.tc.his!other son, Bgnjnmin‘(a)
and Fepanels (Culp. deds, 1766 and"befpre) Want children o;_BPnjamin

and Frenels.

other Foberts: Jillson's Index
In Virginig Grants: Benjamin, Fayette Co., P. D., Fayette; William,
several grants; Thomas and Betty, Nelson Co. 3 '
3 In #ld Kentueky Grants; ﬁilliam Roberts, thousands of acres froem Gaspar,
 Green, Relling Forx, Big Eddy, Pond, Réd._ Joseph, mere than 6,000 aeres

in Christisn Co. and Linceln. On Crab Orchard, Pond R., Red River, ots.

F (George Roberts, his exesutor).
o

There are several Roberts in Jefferson Co. entries, alse in mil-

; itary entwies, a few In Court of Appeals Deeds, both Grantors and Grantees.

In Graats South ef Green R: Beanergesin Logan on Elk Fork and

T'Fdrk, Little R; alse Collins; Monroe; Jeel, David, James and Jeel in

; Pﬁlaski; Johﬁ in Wayme Co; Willlam, Joshua in Christlian; Jeshua; El1 jah,
%\James (Red R.) Joseph; Thomas Q. in Legan on Little Whippoorwill; Eliza-
E-begh, Legan on Elk and Red River (1814}.

- These in Western Kentueky who could have been relsted:

? §itsa Roberts, 2CO A. B. G2, 21 11/16/1835, Livingstone on Tennessee River
;‘(Ky. Land Warrant)

ggJessa Reberts, lands S. Green R. 1799, in Limingstone;

| John Reverts, 1796 - on Little River in Christisn, and Thomas

:fand 1n 1785, Johm on N, Fork Tradewater and 1In Jefferson County.
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Kentueky Land Warrants

 .James Reberts, 100 asres 1827 on Ohlo River,

Silas Reberts, 200 acres, 1835 on Tennessee Rilver.
‘William Reberts, 100 acres, 1825, Beswell Creek.

Edmend Reberts, (Jonesbere) N. C. Grant, 10/14/1782, B. 1. p. 13.

ET-..' James Roberts to Samuel Dumnaway, deed, 2/12/1793, B.5, p.

Reuben Roberfs, N. C. grant - 10/27/1792.

Jonasboro, Tenn., - Richard Roberts to Abraham Williams, deed 8/7/1814,
B. 14, p. 17. ‘ '

Riehard Roberts to James Parker, deed, 1/15/1807,

B. 11, p. 339,

James Roberts to Samuel Dunwoedy, 2/12/1792, B. 5, p. 194,

-

Livingatono Co.

Jesao Reberts, 400 aeres - 1510,

-~

i;Cgldwoll Co., Deed Books:

fhkegry C. Roberts te M. A. Crowder, 4, 161
;Regina Reberts te M. A. Crowder, 4, h162

i;James H. Reberts to James E. Roberts, Jr. 6, 281
!r?' C. Reberts te W. J. and E. B. Morse, A2, 162
ﬁ James H. Roberts, Jr. te William W. Jenkins to W. He. Wullliamson 1 - 356

Mrs. V. Roborts to W. E. Roberts, 18, 339

: Je He Roberts, Jr. to James U. Pampbell V- 150
f 7ohm L. Roberts to James H. Roberts, =- U. =154
. Jamss H. Roberts, Jr. to Andrew M. Hubbard, 1860 #-380 Arthur William's
%l James H. Reberts, Jr. te John L. Roberts W-408

5

B e

E'-(J'car-w.-sl'str-) James Roberts te Johm Hamilten, desd, 1?21/1?86, B.7, P.170,

184

421

lar



v k James E. Roterts te J. W. Brownfield - X = 40
| James H. Roberts te Willlam H, Jbﬁés il- '
Lbw wiillihm Robcfts te Rcbert Parker‘l;l

s Willlam Roﬂorts to Miles Hollowell_a-ﬁﬁi

i1 FDavid Roverts rrom Willism Brooks, H. 601

Willlam Roberts from Robert Parker, X-p.

.Tax lists ef Shelby Co., Ky., show Renjamin Roberts a large land owner

} i Shelby, Washington, Jefferson and Nelson Counties. William Roberts,
}game.in Logan, William for Jcseph Roberts O Logan and other ceunties,

Thousands of acres,

%, '?1r51n1a Grants:
;3ehn Reberts 1200 aeres - Military Land - N. Fork Tradewater - 5/16/1785

‘B. 9, p. 453 - Clear Creek, H. Co.

i

| 6/20/1789, Indian Lick River.

3™

[ Green River

{Thia William evidently a Revolutionary soldier, also John.

fﬁqerge Roberts, 1758-1864, enlisted 1777 in Capt, Samuel Johnson's Co.
ilt Guildford, C. H. and Nlnety Six, b. im Chatham Co., d. Buneombe Co.

LDr. John Reberts d. 1826 in Frankfort, Ky.

'1795 - John Roberts of Prince George Co. - Military lands on Green

v River in Logan Co,, Ky. - 1,200 acres.




Roberts in Revolution

Henry Roberts, Franklin Co., Ky., pvt. 96 an., Recelved $a02.22
Virginia Line - January 8, 18Z1, age 76.

Ramsey, p. 415, Warren Co., Tenn., Vol. 2, Reuben Roberts, Rev-
olutionary seldier, H1s grandson was Capt. John Kelly Roberts - King's
Mountain and Wew Orleans,

Resldes Hency Reberts (2), of Reedy Creek (Sr.) who was likely
an "over moumtala man" at King's Mt. fhefe was Henry Roberts, Newbern

militia, (N.C. Arc.); David M. Roberts, Sgt. Pa, line, 1818, penslion,

| E. Tenn; Reubea Roverts, Pvt. N. C. Line, W. Tenn; pension, 1818, and
:Edmond Roberts, Caswell Co., N. C.., 3 camnpaigns, pensien, 1832, McNinn

' Co., Tenn., aged 75 years, Cartificate No. 22054- E, Tenn, ageney. Alss

a Henry Roberts, Del, soldier under Colonel David EHall, 1777-1781,Capt.
J. Patten's Co., dis, 1783, Del. FKeg Foot Penslion rspt.
washington Co., Virginia recores state:
James Roberts, Revolutlonary soldler.
David Roberts, Revolutlonrary soldier.

See Delaware Arehlves - Vol, 3 - p. 1160.

' Henry Reberts, pvt., Patton's Co. Joined 8/20/1777; deserted 3/13/1778;

rejolned 2/26/1782; served to end of war,

Henry Roberts, W. 164 - B L #t - 18018 - 160-53.
Enlisted 1777 - Va. Line, 3rd Heg. light dragsons - prisoner - then
after under Col. William Washington, 4th troop commanded by Capt.
Cadwaleander Jones, Also served Mi., Continental Line umder Capt.
Frederish Sams, Md, in Baltimere, Md., in 1810 = Katherine Austin -

pensica records.
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* Edmund Roberts = Cert. #22054 - Pension -~ In ¥cMinn Co., Tenn., 1n
1832-1840 = In N. C. llne = enlisted in Caswell Co. - 1775 = 75 years

0ld in 1832 (as interesting record).

In War of 1812.
p. 364, Roster =- p. Z64.
Capt. Benjamin Shackett's mounted volunteers, detached military command
of Col. William Russell,

Henry Roberts, pvt, enlisted 6/24/1813 - To 7/25/1813.
p. 168 Capt. James S, Whittaker's Co., Ky. Mounted Voludeers, Militia
commanded by Lt. Col James S. Sinnall.

Henry and Jesse Roberts enlisted Newport, 8/15/1813 - 11/8/1813,

T
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- N. C. Land Grants

A Roberts who asked land grants In 1734 to 1754 - N. C., 4 -278 -
~“L | capt. Roberts en Neuse River, EHenry - 348 - 789 - 4 Craven 1744
James - 4 - 329, In Craven Co. - 200 2/17/1737

332, 1in Craven Co., =- 250 6/29/1738

1047, Ownalow=- 7/28/1750 640
“ 1240, 2,000 Owmslow - 3/28/1751
2 2,000
2,000

John - 4 - 588, in Cartaret Co.

400, 3/10/1740
650, 200 a, - Craven

11/17/1743
6/26/1746

805, 100 a, = Craven
947, 100 a. - New Hanover - 4/6/1749
1253, 200 a. =- Cartaret - 10/7/1751

Thomas - 4 = 1046

180 a. Cartaret - 9/27/1750

William - 4 - 619 - 200 a, Bladen - §/7/1742

651 - 300 a. Craven - 11/18/1743

2560 - 800 a. - Bladen - 10/1/1751
Bath Town - 1743
Brunswick - 1744
Edenten - 43
New Bern - 1746, 1744

Sec, Fee 40 Shillings currency
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N. C. Deeds
From Superior Ccurt, Craven County, New Zsrn, N. C,, September £3,

1945, the fonllowlng records:

1-175 Deed from John % Ellzabeth Roberts to John Willlams 1-14-1742
1-307 John Roberts t3 Jonn Williams 5=T7=1740
1-424 George Roterts to Edward Cortez and Tllzabeth

his wife, daughter of the late wife of George

Roberts, Joanah 2-21-1741
1-498 Sam Roberts to James Roberts 8-28=-17590
1-830 Sam Roberts to James Roberts 8-29-1750
1-522 ¥oses Roberts to Brother Joseph Roberts 10-20-1770
1-G7 Grant from George 2nd to George Roberts 11-17-1738

Deed from John Ackls & Margaret to James

Roberts 8-12-1728
1-309 Town Commissiones to George Roberts 11-4-1722
2-36 N1lliam Herrigate, Ex of George Roberts

to Richard Caswell 1-9-1761
2-148 Henry Fobsrts of Johnson Co. to John Taylor 1750
2-591 ' Samuel Roberts to James Roberts 8-28-1750
2-592 Samuel Hoberts to James Roberts 8-29-1750
11-269 James Hoherts tc Christopher Neal 1-20-1783
11-273 Henry Roberts to Nathan Ward 12-11-1763
11-288 James Roberts to Jossph Crisper 1-20-1763
11-341 Henry Roberts to Thomas Wilson 10=-27-1763
11-544 Henry Roberts- to Arnwell Hern 11-14-1763
11-369 Samuel Roberts to James Roberts 11-27=-1762
11=34 Hathan Vard to Henry Roberts 1761
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¢ 11-267 Jame s Crispen to James Robarts 1-20-1763
f 9 & 10-422 Josepn Crispen to James Roberts 1-27-1757
E 14-169 Charlss Webb to Samuel Roberts 12-13-1763
E 14-23 Samuel Roberts to Christipher Dawson 7-29-1765
£ 15-150 Samuel Roberts to Willism West 1768

: 17176 John Roberts to Joseph Roberts 8-28~1769

" § I also find the following wills:

£-320 %111l of Joseph Humphrey mentions "cowzen" Sarah Roberts, her
son, Jesse, daughter Ruth, daughter Lidia, dated 10-14-1752,
C B-235 %11l of Jsmes Roberts, mentions son James, daughter ¥ary and

- Smithy, dated 12-28-1761.

=
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Roberts In Indlana

‘ Information lettsr of Dr. John E, Marvel, Waynesville, Illinois, dated
October 135, 1945.

I have a speelal Interest in John Roberts, Sr., and his family
on account of having a grandmother, Jane Roberts, the wife of grand-
father, John S. Marvel, both of whém were born in Gibson County,
southern Indlana, and married out here in central Illlnels about 1846.
Jane was a granddaughter of John Roberts, Sr., and daughter of Elisha
Roberts. |

Also upon my msternal lineage, I have a grsat grandmother, Nancy
: Roberts, another daughter of John Roberts, 3r,

Now in regard to John Roberts, Sr. He married in North Carolina

f a Mary Jonnson about 1786, They were perents of eleven children. The
~ two oldest sons, John, b. 1787 and William, remained in Kentucky and
}we lost all trace of thelr descendants. The other nine children were
- born 1n Kentucky except the youngest child who was born in Gilbson County,
southern Indiana, Princeton, county seat. The other children were

. Nancy Roberts, born 1792, married in Gibson County, Indiana, Walter

- Crockett Montgomery, the sonaf Llieut. Thomas Montgomery and wife,
Mertha Crockett of Virginia. Thomas, a Revolutionary War soldier,

- Sarah Roberts, next daughter, born 1792, married in Gibson County,
Indiapa, Greenbury Duncan from Xentucky., Joseph Roberts, born 1794,
in Xentueky, was married three times. Elisha Roberts, mgy gramtgrand-
father, marrled Elizabeth Montgomery, a daughter of Judge Thomas
Montgomery and Ellzabeth Warwlck (Warrlck) both from Virginia to

Kentucky to Indiana. James Roberts, next son, married a sister of

.
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Elizabeth, namely Nellle, Marh Roberts born 1803 in Kentueky, married

;& Jenry Gambrel in Indlana. His folks were from Southern Carelina., Next

son, Themas Reberts, born 1806, married Elizabeth Mauch in Indiana,

! Elizabeth Roderts, both 1808, married Thompson P, Gambrel, a brother

- to Henry, and the last daughter, Jane Roberts, born 1810, married Joseph

Williams from Tennessee,

Now, John Roberts, with all his family except his twe older sons
left Kentueky, presumably Christian County, in 1807 and became one of
the early ﬁinncers in Glbson County, Indiana. His wffe died and he

later, about 1336, married the widow, Mrs. Winifred (Elkins), Gambrel,

the mother of hle two sons-in-law, Henry and Thompson Gambrel,
I wish I new more about John Roberts, Sr., who was born about
1760 across the sesa, according to family tradition in Wales. My

mother's cousin In Indlana told me that he remembered John Roberts,

ere, and he said that he spoke with a very declded foreign accent,
- thet he was a strong, sturdy man of blond hair and hazel eyes. He
' was a farmer and owned a farm north of now Owensville, Montgomery

-fT@wnship, Glbson County, Indiana, where he died about 1345, He was

and intellégtual and religious man, and many of his descendants were

fprominent as farmers, politieians and professional people. It is
:quite possible that your Roberts family lineage may be connectsd
with that of John Roberts, Sr. The names of any of his brothers or

~ 3isters have not come down to the knowledge of later descendants. My

 knowledge 1s based largely upon a histery of him and his descendants

wrltten twenty-five years ago by my grandmother's cocusin, Rev. David

;B. Montgomery, As my mother wrote up the Illinois and other western
 state descendants and sent her data to the author, he decided that it
}Lwould not pay te publish his family history in book form and then sent

E his entire manuscript te my mother when I put same in a box and preserved



j 1t until a relative, R, E. Turman, of Los Angeles, Californla, made

] inquirdes through G. & H. and I proceeded to surprise him by being able
-’ta give him the Information about John Roberts, Sr., and his lineage,

. Yours truly,

Dr. John E., Marvel,
Waynesville, Illinols
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Drennan Family

Fellowing from recores does not give the exact relationship of
:the Drennan Famlly to the Roberts Family, but 1s included here teo heop
{anyone who wishes to pursue the relationship further.

The history of Sangamon County, Illinois, printed 1n 1876, states
Tthat the Drennans who came inte that county were from Pendleton, S. CT.,
fmoved in 1803 to Caldwell and in 1817 to Illinois. Davlid J. 1s a

fﬁsual name in the Illinois family and there were a number of second
'ﬁarriages and half brothers: and alaters. - . B B S

. From Caldwell and other records:

John H. Drennan, married Patsey Roberts, February 16, 1829,

El11 Drennan married Peggy McDowell, November 14 or November 17,
1825, return by Ader Wilson Smith, J. P. She died July 8, 1855, aged
?48 (b. 1803), "decline of 1ife”, parents John snd Elilzabeth McDowell,
;b; s. C.

EL Andrew Drennan married Mlldred Harper, DOnalaon, Fk., tbeirt
Qaaughter, Ophelia L. J. Drennan, b, ¥arch 5, 1853, V. S.

_ pavid J. Drennan married Margaret Brown, August 29 1831, James
'¥. Mansfield return April 6, 1835. Their son, David J. Drennan, died in
ESawson Springs about 1933, His daugheer told me her grandmother was
é&argargc Brown. He was related to Thomas Lynch Roberts.

4 wWilllem F. Drennan married Fanny Campbell, July 26, 1836,

George Drennan married Eliza J. Lunsford, October 21, 1837, by
£, A. Kirxpatriclk.

pavid J. Drennan was married to Ellzabeth M. Towry by R. B. Tudor,

u e

EM.G. on ¥arch 1, 1865, at N, Towry's wiltnesses were J., Weller and

D. Te Maxwell,
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Crowell anuary 22 1860.

;David E. Drannan, aurety.

fand lived in Hopkins Co., Ky.
David J. Drennan, 54 Elirabath Drennan,

;CénauSTOf’lsso; p. 654:

iDavid Drennan, age 22, farmer, $100, b. Ky.
1Ann Drennan, 20, b. Xy. Housewife. .
iJ&nuenrenn&n, 2, b. Ky.°

‘Book C. p %4:

HERN -
FAnIeant)- and Unity Dre

573 acres in Caldwell.

2l 7=

'Pernetta Jane, daughbcr of a David J. Dronnan, nnrried B. H.

Andrew Drernan married Sarah Cunningham,

el -

Lo

Census of 1870 - David J. Drennan.

R. W. S. Frler married Mrs. Mariah Drennan, October 18, 1858

...-“-‘1

_On December 24 1857, David J. Drennan, born 1n Caldwell ago 22,

Llived in Hopkins, married Julia Barnes, age 20, %33 born in N. C.

44 Slrahr A. Drenn&n,q

:15' Truelln Drennan, 4; Harvey Dronnan, 2, all’ born in Kentucky.

Johm Drennants: wife was Unity Drennan. George Drennan
flived o John Drennan's land; mentions daughter, Martha Anhart: (or

nnan's children as: El11 T; Unity and John S.

fBook G; p. 210, mentions Mary Jsne Drennan, March 1, 1875,
" In 1839 tax lists, El1 Drennan had 123 acres and Polly Drennan

December 20, 1808 1in



% From Early Letters of Sangamon County, Illinois, Power - 187€ .

Do 26 - William Drannan, b April 9 1768 1$wfend&eton District S. C.,
_.six children bern there. About 1803 fo Caldwell Co., Ky slx more
_tﬁhildren borne. To Illinols in fall of 1817.

_ Joaéph Drennan was hls hslf-brothér. :w1lliaﬁ's daughtér,mﬁﬁttie
'married ioseph Dodds.

Samuel Drennan married Celia Greer in Kentucky and died there
 leaving a family (he was b. S.C.)

: pavid Drennan, b. July %, 1816, in Caldwell Co., Ky. Married 1833
iin Sangamon County te Nancy Wilson, b. April 6, 1816, in Morgan Co.,
Z;Tbnnessee (family moved to Fannin Co., Texas.

Joseph Drennan, half-brother of Willlam and much younger; marrled
-gin 8. C, Rebecca Evets, had one child there, in 1807 to Caldwell Co.,
ilala to Sangamon. Joseph,Jr., son of above, married (1) Elizabeth
.iaichﬂrdaon; (18 children; most not traced.

j David J; son of above marrlage three times and lived near Spring-
Efleld Ill,

k Winter of deep snow in Sangamon - 1830-1831- first meeting of

;Old Settlers in 1850. Sangamon County established January 30, 1821.

Clipping from Leader - Princeton - January 12, 1934,

william F. Drennan had disappeared Tuesday, January 2nd, from
-ihome of his sister, Mrs. Charles Ladd. Body discovered Wednesday, &
é?eek later by James Alexander on the Denham Knob, highest point in
;couqty. Was 65 - son of the late George Franklin and Marlah McNeeley
“brenntn.

John Drennan of Eddy Creek died Friday, September 1, 1933.
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. 4’ yember Caldwell Fimeal Court. Farmer - chlldren and wife. Masonlc -
Wrs. Sam Makrls and Mrs. Willtam Csmpbell of Colorados. ™ Vance Drennan,
Caﬁadé; h o '

Hershel, George and Tinsley Drennan of Caldwell County. Buried

Eddy Greek.Church_a L s _—y
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Traylor Family

Caldwell County Marrlages:

James Mitchell to Palantine Trailer, 4/23/1812, by John Travis, M. G.
Cyrus Wood to Polly Traller, 4/24/1828.

- Jonn Travis to Cynthis Traylor, $/19/13815,

j Jehn Traylor sold to Saiuel Je McNeely and others for $15.00 thirty

- acres on Cove Cresk. B.V., p. 370.

.'w. L. Traylor to A. J. Lamb, B. Z., p. 10.

: J. N. Trsylor, Jr., to M. A. Crowder, B. I., p. 78.

..P. 8, p. 628, dower Matilda Jane Traylor, wife of Joseph Traylor, land
- conveyed by her husband to son, James, deed January 20, 1873. D.B.T,
éwp. 358, February 26, 1584.

William Traylor, probably a brother of the Andrew who marrled

i

' Jane Roberts, married Aan Duckworth, May 24, 1820,

Alexander Traylor, b. 1801, S. C., son of John and Margaret Teayler,
:;married Elmira Kennedy, August 30, 1820. He died July 3, 1855. (His
i‘parents names from this V, S. record)

Children of Alexander Trayler and Elmira Lennedy Traylor:

isarah A. Traylor, 4. 1853, born 1820 - d. pneumonia - single.

ifeggy J. Traylor, b. 1824, married Ssmuel Jones - d. May 20, 185z,

‘Mary Ermeline Traylor, b. 1827, married Willlam Jones, 4. September 18,
E 1855,

1 Their children: Rebecca N. Jones, b. 18E&Z, d. September &, 1E&5;
Fqaugnter, aged 2 yesrs, d. 1885,

4 Cynthia Traylcer, b. June 5, 18233, 4. Septembter 1855 - dysentery.

iAndrew, William and Alexander Traylor were evidently brothers, b. S.C.

o
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} sons of Jehn and Margaret Traylor,

. A Harrlet A. Traylor married Danlel b‘cDowell 8/10/18.,.., G B.

b McDowell, surety.

In Caldwell tax lists: 1822 - uohn Traylor._

-

e 1823 - Alekander, Andres and William, Sr.
; . bhad 1,000 acres.
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Arthur willianms

(po 265 - Ann!.ls S. W. Va., Pendleton)

Arthur Willlams bought 64 acres on Craig's Creek from William

. Preston and William Thompson, exscutors of James Patten, May 10, 1780,

Botecourt County.

pP. 216 - 1785, February 1, Arthur Williams sold to William Scett

.for 20 pounds,. 64 acres N, side of Craig's Creek,
To Caldwell County about 1812,

(Jillson's Index) - page. 435, S. Green River, 1/8/1798, Arthur
| Willlams 200acres.Christian Co., on Donaldson's Fork, B, 28, p. &2

- In Summer's Washington Co., Va. - Henry Roberts, Sr., and Jr.,

¢ appear also 1783 - both these to Caldwell Co., Ky., and bought this
b Williams( land.

Arthur Williams - 1809 In Livingstone, 400racres on

; Donaldson, %. bl. and 4 horses.

In 1806 Arthur Willlams had entered in his own name 400 acres
 on Dasnaldson, had 400 acres on Cumberland, entered by Sandérs snd 200
;iacres on Donaldson entered by Lacy. In 1807, 400 acres on Donaldson,
fienterad by Campbell, 200 acres by John Denton - 1 black and Z horses -
_;1808, 200 acres entered by J, Wilkins' survey and 200 acres entered by
ﬁ;J. Maxwell,

3 The first land bought by Henry Roberts was a 400 acre tract bt.
lffrom.Artnur Williems, Of this he sold psrt to Thomes L. Roberts in
;1844, who held it untlil he moved to Hopkins when he =0ld it to James
iHarvey Roberts, Sr.

; Arthur Williams will In Caldwell Co., Xy., January €&, 181Z,
?Calﬁwell Co., EKentueky - inventory - appraisers: Matt. Stewart;

f Samuel Eenry, John Holmen - Erown, Justice of Peace.
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b Arthur Willlams, private to Gates Co., (N.C. A_ch.)

A, thur Williams - Bcok E. p. 163, Caldwell Co., Ry., 1812,
April 5, - sold land to Henry Rcberts for $700 - 400 acres,

Ba p.119 - heirs - from Jeptka Johnscn or to witnesses to

| this deed: Jacob Holemen - Jesse Willlams.

Kezish Williams, wife of Arthur Willilams relinquished her dower -

| September 9, 1812, John H. Phelps, Clerk. She married January 24, 1826,
j Absolem Duckworth, Caldwell Ce., Ky,

Arthur Williams'! father was Jesse ¥Wllliam; will in Caldwell Co.
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